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East Stroudsburg 
University: 
The Right Destination For 
An Education Certain To 
Take You Places
Rising juniors and seniors in high 
school, transfer students and non-
traditional students seeking to make 
a career choice or change are encour-
aged to make a trip to East Strouds-
burg University and see what sets 
our campus apart. Those who choose 
ESU are assured an education second 
to none, coupled with the best pos-
sible life experiences.  ESU’s learn-
ing community reaches far beyond 
the classroom, offering students 
opportunities for field experience, in-
ternships, study abroad, research and 
public service.  Students may choose 
from 56 undergraduate majors and 24 
graduate degree programs. Regis-
ter now for one of our Open House 
events (September 26, October 3, 10, 
31 and November 7 and 14).  
ESU students also enjoy apartment-
style suites, the technological ad-

vancements of the Warren E. ’55 
and Sandra Hoeffner Science and 
Technology Center, and the Mattioli 
Recreation Center.
Students may opt to get involved in 
any of the 100 student-run organiza-
tions and 20 Division II athletic pro-
grams. They might also take pleasure 
in trips off campus to Stony Acres, 
a 119-acre recreation area or enjoy 
year-round activities such as biking, 
hiking, skiing, boating and exploring 
in the nearby Delaware Water Gap 
National Recreation Area.  ESU’s 
location also provides easy access to 
New York and Philadelphia.   
ESU boasts an Innovation Center, 
an extension of our high quality 
academic programs in emerging 
fields that garner a skilled workforce 
for our region. Additionally, ESU’s 
award-winning Business Accelerator 
program creates an entrepreneurial 
culture that attracts aspiring student 
entrepreneurs and start-up compa-
nies.
ESU provides options for individu-
als who are balancing a full-time job, 
a family and a busy lifestyle with 
degree completion programs in off-

campus locations in Bethlehem and 
Center City, Philadelphia as well as 
on our main campus in East Strouds-
burg.
For those unable to attend an Open 
House, guided campus tours are also 
available by visiting esu.edu or call-
ing our admission office at 877-230-
5547 or 570-422-3542. 

Taking Your 
Degree to The 
Next Level
For individuals who have already 
earned a bachelor’s degree, ESU’s 
Graduate College is a terrific choice.  
Those who thrive on being stimulat-
ed intellectually, and place a priority 
on personal accomplishments will 
benefit from all the Graduate College 
has to offer. ESU tailors its graduate 
programs to traditional individuals 
with a bachelor’s degree and to non-
traditional students seeking to get 
ahead in today’s job market.
For educators looking to take their 
undergraduate degree to the next 

level, ESU has many options. The 
Graduate College offers more than 
20 post-baccalaureate certification 
programs in education as well as 
opportunities to complete Act 48 
credit mandates. A master’s degree in 
education is one of the most popular 
today at ESU. Some other degree 
options include professional and 
new media writing, management and 
leadership, sport management, public 
health, clinical exercise physiology, 
athletic training, computer science, 
information security, and general 
science with a focus in application of 
GIS and remote sensing. 
Apply to ESU’s Graduate College 
today at esu.edu/graduate or contact 
graduate admissions coordinator 
Kevin Quintero, at 570-422-3536 or 
kquintero@esu.edu.

East Stroudsburg University orien-
tation leaders are already kicking 
it into gear to welcome the Class 
of 2020. Interested in being a part 
of the excitement? Join us at a Fall 
Open House Event on one of the 
following Saturdays: October 3, 
October 10, October 31, November 
7 or November 14. To register for 
an Open House or to learn about 
Instant Decision Days, visit esu.
edu/admission. Or if you are a high 
school student starting your college 
admission process or a student in-
terested in transferring to ESU regis-
ter for an upcoming Instant Decision 
Day: come to campus, complete 
the application process for ESU and 
receive an admission decision on 
the spot! 
Visit esu.edu/transfer.

The Way of the Warrior, a university code of values, greeted the incoming class at East Stroudsburg University’s 
fall orientation festivities. What is a Warrior? According to the new code of values, a Warrior is a champion of 
social justice, committed to self-growth, willing to sacrifice for the greater good, honest, loyal, and positive, re-
spectful of the environment and community, dedicated to empowering others, and accountable for one’s actions. 
This values code was an integral part of a new tradition (pictured here) called the Warrior Walk. The walk is actu-
ally a march through campus for new students which ends with faculty and staff elaborations on the seven pillars 
of the Way of the Warrior. With a message strengthening the Warrior community, this new tradition is intended to 
strengthen the bond each student has with their peers and other members of the campus community.
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Pete G. Wilcox | Times Leader

Sharing responsibility
for campus safety

Students walk along the new Gateway 
on the campus of Wilkes University on 
a recent evening in Wilkes-Barre. The 
Gateway connects several blocks of the 
campus and features a raised crosswalk 
that increases safety for pedestrians.
Pete G. Wilcox | Times Leader
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Take Your Place 
in the future of

Nursing and 
Health Careers

More than 3,500 students have 
graduated from the Practical 
Nursing Program. These gradu-
ates have proudly represented 
the Practical Nursing Program in 

our community by serving in a variety of healthcare settings.Current-
ly, the Practical Nursing Program is rated as one of the finest entry-
level nursing programs in the community, and is approved by the PA 
State Board of Nursing and fully accredited by the National League 
for Nursing.

Wilkes-Barre Area CTC
School of Practical Nursing and Health 
Careers
P.O. Box 1699, 350 Jumper Road
Wilkes-Barre, PA  18705-0699

Give us a year; we’ll give you a career. 

More than 4,000 students have graduated from 
the WBACTC School of Practical Nursing.  These 
graduates provide quality care in a variety of our 
community healthcare settings.  The school of 
Practical Nursing is rated as one of the finest entry 

level nursing programs in the state and has full approval from the Pennsylvania State Board of Nursing and 
is accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing.  

A  leader in health care education, the school now also offers programs in such high demand job areas 
as Certified Nursing Assistant,  Phlebotomy, EKG Technician, Office Billing and Coding and Pharmacology 
Technician.  For information please call 570-822-6539 or find us online at www.wbpracnsg.com. 

Mary Therese Biebel | Times Leader
Misericordia University students Tori Dziedziak, from small-town Shenandoah, Omar Clark from big-
city Long Island and Michael Pheasant from ‘in-between’ East Stroudsburg, have some advice about 
safety to offer underclassman.

By Mary Therese Biebel
mbiebel@timesleader.com

WILKES-BARRE 
— Wilkes University 
student Kate Sarver, 21, 
plans off-campus shop-
ping trips for daylight 
hours.

Fellow pharmacy 
major Tanner Dresch, 
21, would round up 
friends if he wanted to 
visit Movies 14 at night.

As for Misericordia 
University’s Tori Dzied-
ziak, 21, she’s vigilant 
about never leaving a 
drink untended, even a 
water bottle. “I always 
have my hand on that,” 
she said.

That said, all of these 
students say they feel 
safe on their respective 
campuses.

Dziedziak, a psychol-
ogy major/organizational 
management major who 
hails from the small 
town of Shenandoah, 
said Misericordia’s cam-
pus in bucolic Dallas 
Township has such an 
atmosphere of safety 
that “Some people will 
put down their wallet 
and phone to save a seat 
in the cafeteria.”

She and two of her 
schoolmates, Omar 
Clark, 21, from Long 
Island, New York, and 
Michael Pheasant, 21, 
from East Stroudsburg, 
believe they wouldn’t 
feel quite so secure at an 
urban campus, yet some 
students from Wilkes 
University in downtown 
Wilkes-Barre said they 
aren’t overly worried 
about becoming victims 
of a crime.

By taking a few pre-
cautions, they said, you 
can decrease the likeli-

hood.
“Say your residence 

hall is at one end of 
campus and you have a 
night class (a few blocks 
away) or have to go to 
the library,” said Dresch, 
who is from Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania. “You can 
call security and they’ll 
either pick you up and 
give you a ride or walk 
with you.”

“I was very happy they 
put in the crosswalk,” 
said Sarver, who is from 
North Rose, New York. 
She was referring to 
Wilkes University’s new 
Gateway, a raised cross-
walk designed to dis-
courage passing motor-
ists from speeding, thus 
increasing pedestrian 
safety for students and 
non-students alike. “And 
I always plan to walk in 
groups,” she added.

Local schools have 
systems in place to send 
text alerts to students in 
the event of a dangerous 
situation and students 
can use apps on their 
phones to notify campus 
authorities about prob-
lems they encounter.

“We still have call 
boxes,” Bob Zavada from 
Misericordia’s campus 
safety office said, “but 
they know technology. 
Kids are more apt to hit 
a button on their cell 
phone than use a call 
box.”

What other advice 
can upperclassman give 
to new students about 
safety?

“I can go up to a fresh-
man and say ‘You can 
have a lot of fun on this 
campus without drink-
ing’,” said Pheasant, 
who is a biology/pre-
med major.

He and Clark both 
play football and both 
avoid alcohol. Nobody 
makes fun of them for 
that, said Clark, who is 
studying psychology and 
biology. “We’re just an 
accepting kind of cam-
pus.”

Women are statisti-
cally more likely than 
men to become victims 
of a sexual assault, and 
Dziedziak acknowledged 
that’s why she feels it’s 
important to make sure 
nobody can slip any kind 
of drug into her drink, 
which is most likely 
water.

Getting involved with 
campus clubs or sports 
is much better for your 
overall safety than 
spending time at keg 
parties, she said. “The 
busier you are, the less 
trouble you’re likely to 
have.”

Explaining they advise 
under-age underclass-
men to obey the law 
and not drink, Dresch 
and Sarver at Wilkes 
said their school has 
specific rules limiting 
the amount of alcohol 
that even a person 21 
or older can have in a 
room. That cuts down 
on the possibility for a 
big party, Dresch said, 
and alleviates some 
potential problems.

Campus officials also 
spread the word that 
everyone — students, 
faculty and staff — can 
help keep a campus safer 
by being alert and look-
ing out for other people.

“We all share in the 
responsibility,” Dresch 
said.

Reach Mary Therese Biebel at 
570-991-6109 or on Twitter @
BiebelMT

Students, faculty and staff can all help
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The name has changed at a school in Clarks Summit, PA, but the university retains its commitment to 
Christ-centered education and passion for serving both its local community and people around the globe.

Global Influence
The legacy of Summit University of Pennsylvania 
(formerly Baptist Bible College & Seminary) is built 
on more than eighty years of mobilizing students 
to influence the world in a variety of ministries and 
professions around the globe. 

Unique Learning Options
With today’s need for flexibility and customization, 
Summit University provides distinctive solutions to 
help students reach educational and career goals.  

 n High school juniors and seniors can earn 
Summit University credits on campus or online, 
accelerating their education and enjoying 
reduced per-credit rates.

 n Adult learners can finish a bachelor’s degree while 

simultaneously earning a master’s degree through 

dual credit.

 n Students can earn both bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees in only five years (Bachelor of Science 

in Counseling/Master of Science in Counseling or 

Bachelor of Science/Master of Divinity).
 n Students can earn associate, bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees entirely online.

Vibrant Community 
Involvement
Last year alone, Summit University students, staff 
and faculty gave more than 30,000 hours of 
service. The community is welcome on the 131-
acre campus for theatre events, concerts, athletic 
contests and lectures. The public can also enjoy café 
favorites at the Underground Café and a community 
membership at the state-of-the-art, 62,000-square-
foot Recreation Center. Sports camps and men’s and 
women’s conferences bring hundreds to campus 
each summer. 

Student Opportunities
At Summit University, students are equipped as a 
culturally engaged Christian leader through a wide 
variety of experiences in sports, community service 
and extracurricular opportunities. Students are 
welcomed into a vibrant community of spiritually 
minded Christians who have a passion for making a 
positive impact worldwide. The Summit University 
experience is more than a set of academic courses; 
it’s a place to cultivate an effective, Christ-centered 
career, ministry and life. 

Distinctive  
Academics
In every classroom and in every online class, 
Summit University students are challenged 
to think through the lens of a biblical 
perspective. The school’s fully accredited 
programs span from high-school dual-
enrollment to more than 40 undergraduate 
majors and customizable master’s programs. 
While Bible and ministry programs are well 
known, Summit University offers a wide 
variety of academic programs, including: 

 n Business Administration
 n Biology
 n Communications  

(Media, Theatre and Writing tracks)
 n Counseling
 n Education
 n Sports Management

Master’s degrees include 
concentrations in:

 n Bible 
 n Counseling
 n Education
 n Literature

 n Missions
 n Organizational 

Leadership

Reach Higher at Summit University

“I chose to attend  
Summit University 
because of the  
school’s dedication 
to teaching students 
to become skillfully 
proficient in their  
fields of study while 
maintaining a focus on 
biblical truth.” 

Business Administration Major Kristen Miller

See Summit University for yourself. Schedule your visit today! 
800.451.7664 or SummitU.edu
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By Matt Mattei
mmattei@timesleader.com

Although full of study and anxiety, 
the leisure side of college life leaves 
room for other pursuits. Throughout 
the history of college culture there 
have been musical movements, cult 
films and vanguard pieces of lit-
erature associated with student fan 
bases.

Whether they are embracing the 
pop culture of their time, invoking 
the artists of past generations or 

have their fingers firmly on the pulse 
of underground creativity, college 
students listen to, watch and read an 
eclectic mixture of works in various 
genres and by a diverse array of art-
ists.

We asked 11 students from Wilkes 
University and King’s college what 
kind of music, film and literature they 
are currently into.

See what they told us on pages 8, 9, 
22, 27 and 32.

Reach Matt Mattei at 570-991-6651 or mmattei@
civitasmedia.com

Wilkes-Barre  students have ecclectic 
tastes in music, film and literature

Students speak out

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

James Raymond

Bethlehem
Junior at Wilkes 

University
music:  

Party next door
Film: “dope”

Literature:  
“Concept  

magazine”

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

PatRiCk LoUBe

Jacksonville, Florida,
Junior at Wilkes  

University
music: i’m not really 

into radio music.  
i like drake and  

Lil Wayne. i like lis-
tening to Pandora 

stations. Whatever 
comes on that  

has a good beat,  
i listen to it.

Film: no comment
Literature: school 

stuff is the only  
reading i ever do.

Matt Mattei | For  
Times Leader

Ryan Balliet, Drums,  
Wilkes freshman.

Ryan BaLLiet

drums
Freshman at 

Wilkes University
music:  

motley Crue
Film: “Jurassic 

World”
Literature:  

Fantasy  
football  

magazines 
around this time 

of year.



COLLEGE GUIDE 2015Times Leader Saturday, September 26, 2015        9

Academic Quality.
Affordable Excellence.

Learn More by Visiting CAmpus
marywood.edu/admissions

866-279-9663
YourFuture@marywood.edu 

Celebrating a Century of

Students speak out

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

saRah kennedy

Pittsburgh
Junior at  

Wilkes University
music: Jason mraz, 

Rolling stones, Grateful 
dead, Billy Joel

Film: “inside out,” 
“trainwreck,” “the  

hunger Games”
Literature: John Green 

“the Fault in our stars” 
and nicholas  

sparks novels

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

thomas CaRton

honesdale
senior at  

Wilkes University
music: matchbox 20, 
the killers, Rhianna, 

ariana Grande
Film: “inside out,” 
“trainwreck,” “the 

hunger Games”
Literature:  

Vince Flynn and  
dan Brown novels



COLLEGE GUIDE 2015 Times Leader10    Saturday, September 26, 2015

     As you begin to compile your wish list for the perfect college, you should 
consider many factors such as small class sizes, teachers with actual expe-
rience in their fields, and the best chance for a high-paying job once you’ve 

earned your degree. Also, you may need to consider 
how you could possibly afford such an education. 
     One option you should consider is your local 
community college. Luzerne County Community 
College, located in Nanticoke, PA, is the largest col-
lege in northeastern Pennsylvania offering the widest 
range of major programs. LCCC offers an open 
door acceptance policy, which means they accept 
all interested students and work closely with each 
student to ensure his/her success in college and in the 
workforce.
     Community colleges emphasize intimate learn-

ing environments and focus on putting knowledge into practice. Furthermore, 
teachers at community colleges are charged with connecting with students. 
They are hired directly from the field they teach, giving them the ability to 
share with you their relevant real-life experience, as well as the ability to help 
you connect directly with potential employers. Many of the instructors at Lu-
zerne County Community College still work in the fields of their expertise. 
     LCCC offers over 100 academic, technical and career training programs 

providing the most choices for 
academic and career paths.
    
      It continues on campus. These 
schools are called “community” 
colleges for a reason. At few other 

institutions of higher education will you be treated so much like a big fish 
in a small pond as at the community college, where even the college pres-
ident is often on a first-name basis with many of the students. Two-year 
colleges have athletic teams, student organizations, and student gover-
nance just like any other school, only on a much more manageable scale. 
Quality of experience is emphasized over quantity of faces in the crowd.
     Now more than 8 million strong, the growing number of community 
college enrollees demonstrates that students increasingly demand that 
they get what they pay for. Only in the two-year system of higher ed-
ucation, you actually get more. Community college tuition nationwide 
averages around $3,000 per year, a fraction of what you would pay at a 
university. Two-thirds of the tuition at LCCC is subsidized by the coun-
ty and the state. But sticker cost doesn’t tell the whole story. Because 
two-year schools emphasize experiential learning, you will more easily 
land a job should you decide to put off a baccalaureate degree. In fact, 
many community college degree programs, such as nursing and computer 
science, have high placement rates each and every year.
     For these reasons, even if your goal is to earn a bachelor’s degree, you 
owe it to yourself to at least visit your local community college and find 
out about entrance requirements and transfer options. Luzerne County 

Community College is accredited through Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools. Graduates are 
guaranteed admission to over 40 colleges and universi-
ties in the United States with 
which Luzerne County Com-
munity College has formal 
transfer agreements. Credits 
are transferable to colleges 
and universities nationwide. 
So students can transfer their 
credits/degrees to other four-
year colleges and universities 
nationwide and continue their 
education. Luzerne County 
Community College is a great 
place to earn a degree and im-
mediately enter the workplace 
or continue your education. 

Looking for a college?
You might want to consider a 
community college
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100 programs • 2 year degree for under $8,000
2 years here + 2 years any other college = huge savings
Area’s most popular college • More than 28,000 alumni

Associate Degrees in 
Arts and Sciences
Accounting
Biology
Business Administration
Chemistry
Computer Information Systems
Computer Science
Education (Secondary)
English
General Studies
Health, Physical Education & 
   Exercise Science
Health, Physical Ed. Teacher 
    Education (K-12) 
History
Humanities
Mathematics
Pre-Chiropractic
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Mortuary
Pre-Optometry
Pre-Pharmacy
Psychology
Social Sciences
Social Work
Sociology
Theatre Arts

Associate Degrees in Technical Programs
Accounting Technology
Architectural Engineering Technology
Audio/Video Communications
Automotive Technology
Aviation/Aerospace Management
Aviation Professional Pilot
Building Maintenance Technology
Business Management Technology
Commercial Art: 
      Computer Graphics/New Media
      Graphic Design/Advertising
      Painting Illustration
      Photography
Computer-Aided Drafting 
      and Design Tech.
Computer Information Systems
Computer Systems Technology
Court Reporting
Criminal Justice
Culinary Arts
Cyber Security Management
Dental Hygiene
Dental Practice Management
Early Childhood Education
Electrical Construction Technology
Electronics Engineering Technology

Certificates of Specialization 
(Usually completed in two or three semesters)
Accounting
Advanced Life Support/Paramedic
Architectural Engineering Technology
Building Maintenance
Business Management
Commercial Art: Advertising Design
Commercial Art: Computer Graphics
Commercial Art: Graphic Design
Commercial Art: Painting Illustration
Commercial Art: Photography
Computer-Aided Drafting and Design Tech.
Computer Programming
Computerized Numerical Control Technology
Culinary Arts
Dental Assisting
Diesel Truck Technology *
Electrical Construction Technology

Diploma (16 to 29 credits)
Computer Applications
Culinary Arts
Customer Service/Data Entry
Dental Assisting (EFDA)
Diesel Truck Technology
Electrical Construction 
     Technology
Industrial Maintenance
Industrial Skills
Mobile Application Development *
Music Recording Engineer
Para-Educator
Perioperative Nursing
Small Business Skills
Welding *

Emergency Medical Services
Engineering Design and 
     Manufacturing Technology *
Fire Science Technology
Hospitality Business Management
Human Services
Interior Design
Journalism and Media Writing
Legal Assisting (Paralegal)
Medical Office Specialist
Medical Reimbursement & 
     Coding Specialist
Music Recording Technology
Nanofabrication Manufacturing    
     Technology
Nuclear Engineering Technology
Nursing
Office Information Technology
Pastry Arts Management
Plumbing, Heating & Air 
     Conditioning Tech.
Respiratory Therapy
Surgical Technology
Web Development Technology

Electronics Engineering Technology
Fire Science Technology
Hospitality Business 
     Management
Industrial Maintenance
Interior Design
Medical Office Specialist
Medical Reimbursement &     
     Coding Specialist
Pastry Arts Management
Plumbing, Heating and 
     Air Conditioning Tech.
Small Business Skills
Sustainable Energy 
      Technology

1.800.377.5222
LUZERNE.edu 

I’m Ready...
   for Success!

OPEN
HOUSE

November 7
Saturday

MAIN CAMPUS
Nanticoke

10 a.m.
tillnoon

I’m Ready!
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For the last 150 years, students who choose Kutztown University become 
part of a community defined by bright, ambitious students; brilliant,  
dedicated faculty; and a diverse, vibrant learning atmosphere. 

Kutztown University is located 30 minutes from Allentown and Reading,  
90 minutes from Philadelphia, and two hours from New York City. Founded 
in 1866, KU has nearly 9,200 students, more than 100 areas of study, 200  
student organizations, and 21 NCAA Division II athletic programs—all 
housed on a beautiful 289-acre campus. 

Find your perfect match.
Choose from majors and minors and prepare to enter today’s fastest-
growing fields. Whether you take part in one of our nationally renowned 
Programs of Distinction (Visual and Performing Arts, Education, Physical 
Sciences, and Social Work), or focus your studies in other areas, KU has what 
you’re looking for. 

www.kutztown.edu/visit

College of Business
Prepare to take on the global challenges of today’s business environment  
through programs in accounting, finance, management, marketing,  
sports management and leadership development. KU’s Business  
Administration programs have earned the prestigious Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) International. AACSB  
accreditation is the hallmark of excellence in business education and  
positions KU’s programs among the top 5% of business schools  
internationally. In addition, the Leisure and Sport Studies program  
expects to receive its Commission on Sport Management Accreditation 
(COSMA) in fall of 2015. 

College of Education
KU’s nationally recognized and NCATE-accredited programs include  
Art Education, Elementary Education, Music Education, Secondary  
Education, and Special Education. KU’s Special Education/Visual  
Impairment program and clinically-based Reading program are two  
of the country’s preeminent programs of this nature. Also new this year, 
an Autism Endorsement prepares teacher candidates to support the  
1 in 68 children diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Physical Sciences, which include Biochemistry, Chemistry, Geology, Marine 
Science and Physics are distinguished by a commitment to undergraduate 
research, giving students opportunities to serve as co-authors of presentations 
at national meetings and of publications in peer-reviewed journals. KU’s  
Social Work department provides the full continuum of nationally accredited 
social work educational programming: Bachelor of Social Work, Master of 
Social Work, and new Doctor of Social Work. Other well-respected programs 
within the college include criminal justice, English, modern languages,  
political science and more, with computer science and environmental and 
marine science programs receiving NSF grants to support scholarships,  
research, and new and exciting internships.

College of Visual and Performing Arts
Accredited undergraduate programs in Communication Design, Crafts, Studio  
Art, Music, Music Education and Art Education, and our EMMY Award- 
winning electronic media program have national reputations. Students 
benefit from close proximity to major world art centers in Philadelphia, New 
York City, and Washington, D.C. The visual and performing arts programs at 
Kutztown occupy newly renovated and expanded state of the art facilities. 

Make the most of your investment. 

With numerous scholarship, grant, loan, and campus employment  

opportunities;  affordable tuition; and highly successful student outcomes, 

it’s easy to see the tremendous value that is Kutztown University. 
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Dr. Rolf Mayrhofer, Professor of Chemistry

Fall Open Houses:  Oct. 2, 23;   Nov. 6

Science, Technology & Math Open House:  Oct. 17

Visual & Performing Arts Open House:  Nov. 2 

Transfer Information Sessions:  
Oct. 1, 24;   Nov. 19, 21;   Dec. 5, 10

Schedule today at www.kutztown.edu/visit

For 150 years,  Kutztown University has created an environment rich in  

intellectual and cultural diversity.  Students experience world-class faculty,  engaging 

social opportunities,  exceptional athletic facilities,  an award-winning 289-acre  

campus,  and the chance to expand their experience far beyond the classroom.
 

Whether you’re starting your college career or transferring from another school,  

KU is your perfect choice with over 100 areas of study including our nationally  

renowned Programs of Distinction (Visual and Performing Arts,  Education,   

Physical Sciences,  and Social Work).  Choose KU and choose to have it all! 

Inspiration awaits at KU.
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By Matt Mattei
mmattei@timesleader.com

College students come from a 
myriad of cultural and socioeconomic 
backgrounds. Students experience 
budgeting their educations and col-
lege lifestyles in individualized ways 
based on their set of circumstances, 
but they don’t have to do it alone. 
There is a world of information and 
help that prospective and returning 
students can access while considering 
and financing their education process.

College and university administra-

tors, lending professionals and fami-
lies work together to manage an edu-
cation budget, and students, with few 
exceptions, accept their first major 
debt and take the reigns on their day 
to day spending.

Monroe Sherman, of Silver Spring, 
New Jersey is a senior at King’s Col-
lege and a football player. Sherman 
said after the first few months of 
every semester, money earned during 
the summer runs out, and budgeting 
becomes a challenge.

Sherman participates in work-study 
at the King’s gym and recommends 

Dealing with Debt
College administrators, 

students weigh in on financial 
aid and college budgeting
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sharing and selling books to 
save some money.

Beyond that, the senior is 
looking toward his future with 
loans. “Now is the time when 
I’m trying to figure out what 
I have to do after college to 
handle this business,” Sher-
man said. “I’m not going to lie. 
I’m nervous.”

Melanie Wade, vice presi-
dent of enrollment at Wilkes 
University calls student loans 
the second biggest financial 
decision of a person’s life, next 
to a mortgage.

“The worst thing we could 
do as an institution is to have 
a student leave the institution, 
through no fault of their own, 
in debt and with no degree to 
show for it,” Wade said.

Wilkes provides counsel-
ing for students all through 
their academic experience, 
and Wade said they put a pre-
mium on advising students of 
their best options, even if that 
means not attending Wilkes. 
Counselors also make students 
aware of work-study and off 
campus jobs to earn money 
during the semester.

Thomas Carton, of Hones-
dale, is a senior at Wilkes, who 
carries three jobs during the 
summer and the semester. “I 
work as much as humanly pos-
sible,” Carton said.

As an intern at the Allen P. 
Kirby Center on campus and 
a mentor to younger students, 
the business major has taken 
advantage of work offered by 
the university.

Ryan Balliet is a Wilkes 
freshman from Drums, and 
he foresees balancing in his 
future. “The necessities prob-
ably have to come first, but at 
the same time you’ve got to 
have some fun too,” he said.

Balliet had a part-time job 
over the summer but is busy 
assimilating at school and 
eating most of his meals on a 
meal plan.

James Raymond, of Bethle-
hem, is a junior at Wilkes, and 

he’s acquired a full time job 
at a local hospital during the 
semester.

Regarding his loans, Ray-
mond said, “It’s good to pay 
on them while you’re at school, 
but nobody tells you that.” As 
the junior gets closer to gradu-
ating, he thinks about his loans 
more, especially the prospect 
of spending more than four 
years in school and taking on 
more debt.

Financial aid can come from 
several sources, including fed-
eral loans, need-based grants 
from state governments, merit- 
based scholarship from educa-
tional institutions and loans 
from private lenders.

Wade encourages every fam-
ily to fill out a Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), regardless of finan-
cial disposition.

A student with financial 
hardship in the immediate fam-
ily, can rely on other extended 
family members to act as 
cosigners on loans.

Wade said for families with 
poor credit history, there 
are stop gaps in place. For 
instance, a family who is 
denied a Parent Plus loan, 
automatically qualifies for up 
to $4,000 in their Stafford 
loan.

Donna Cerza, financial aid 
director at King’s college, 
said the school’s work with 
students starts as early as the 
sophomore year in high school.

“We partner with our par-
ents and we partner with our 
students to make their educa-
tion affordable,” said Cerza.

She noted that in a crisis 
scenario, such as the loss of a 
parent, a change in marital sta-
tus or the loss of a job, a good 
student who loves King’s can 
appeal to be considered by a 
committee for further financial 
aid.

Cerza said every student at 
King’s gets some form of aid, 
but that comfort at an institu-
tion is as important as avail-

able money. “Sometimes the 
perfect fit and affordability are 
not necessarily dovetailing,” 
said Cerza.

King’s offers special 
financial awards for stu-
dents who prove them-
selves to be excellent 
fits for the college 
community.

Cerza, like Wade, 
stressed the ben-
efits of on campus 
work to help stu-
dents with day 
to day finances, 
and she noted 
that work-study 
programs are not 
considered as income 
on the following year’s 
FAFSA.

Jasmine Johnson and 
Danielle Janssen are both 
King’s freshman. Johnson, a 
Honesdale resident, works at 
Dunkin Donuts over the sum-
mer as well as participating 
in the Achievement Plus pro-
gram, which allows her to earn 
seven credits free of tuition.

Janssen is very conscious of 
her impending debt. “I’m just 
concerned about how I would 
have to pay back my college 
loans, but in time, I think if I 
get a good job, it shouldn’t be 
a problem,” said the Mountain 
Top native.

Janssen said time manage-
ment is the most important 
part of her daily schedule and 
that she holds a job at Weiss 
market where she can pick 
up shifts if she needs extra 
money. Currently, Janssen 
is eating on her meal plan 
instead of spending money at 
restaurants in town.

Tom Lustig is a vice presi-
dent and manager of education 
lending for PNC bank. Lustig 
said private lenders are usually 
the last stop in the financial 
aid process, supplement-
ing when federal aid is not 
enough.

PNC has benefits in place to 
help with customers concerns, 

such 
as 
lower 
rates 
for clients 
who pay with 
automatic debit and 
an option to pay in the least 
amount of time possible with 
the least amount of interest.

“Most of our loans are 
deferred,” said Lustig, refer-
ring to the six month grace 
period most students take 
advantage of. Further defer-

ment is available for customers 
with financial woes or stu-
dents who continue their edu-
cations at the graduate level.

Reach Matt Mattei at 570-991-6651 or 
mmattei@timesleader.com

 “Now is the time when 
I’m trying to figure out 
what I have to do after 
college to handle this 

business. I’m not going to 
lie. I’m nervous.”

— Monroe Sherman, a 
senior at King’s College
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Edward Serio came to Johnson College as a 
transfer student after attending the University of 
Southern California for two years and working in 
the maintenance field. His job was going to lay him 
off for the winter and he knew it was time to think 
about a more stable career move. Serio’s interest 
in electrical work started through experiences he 
had building camper bunks and wiring. He credits 
the College’s great reputation and its location 
close to his home as the reasons he applied to 
the Electrical Construction and Maintenance 
Technology (ECMT) program at Johnson College. 

Frank Mickavicz, ’90, ECMT Instructor received 
information from PPL Electric Utilities in 2013 
about an upcoming internship opportunity being 
offered to two-year degree candidates. “We had 
placed students in lineman programs in the past, 
but this was the first time a systems operator 
opportunity was open to Johnson College students,” 
said Mickavicz. Serio was a freshman and wanted 
to get a “jump on the job hunt,” so he applied with 
hopes of turning PPL into a full time career. 

After a rigorous interview process including an 
online application and phone interview, Serio was 
contacted by PPL and told he had received an offer 
for their 11-week systems operator internship. Only 
a handful of students throughout Pennsylvania are 
accepted into this internship. Serio worked out of 
the Windsor Building, in Fogelsville, a small suburb 
of Allentown. For the duration of the internship, 
Serio stayed at Muhlenberg College in Allentown 
with other interns who worked in the area. 

He had exposure to many different aspects of 
electrical work during his time at PPL. “Every 
day was a little different, but there were a few 
constants,” he said. “My supervisor had me call 
into a daily conference call just to listen and learn, 
but when he went on vacation I actually had to 
fill in for him.” Serio learned AutoCAD and worked 
on various one-line diagrams, which map out the 
PPL distribution system. “I had the opportunity to 
shadow system operators to get a feel for the job 
and went on field visits to see work in progress as 
well,” he said. Serio learned aspects of electrical 
work that he did not experience in the classroom. 

“I learned a ton about PPL’s electrical distribution 
system and how it operates. There were devices that 
I learned about that were new to me because they 
are specifically used for electrical distribution,” 
said Serio. 

Serio interviewed for a full-time Systems Operator 
position with PPL in December and earned a co-op 
opportunity as well as a post-graduation position. 
The company was so satisfied with his work that 
they offered another Johnson College student an 
internship for 2015. 

Serio explained that Johnson College prepared 
him for the workforce most because he gained a 
technical perspective and he enjoyed contributing 
his ideas at PPL. “A lot of the employees come 
from an engineering background, and I came 
from a more technical background which allows 
me to give an equal but alternate viewpoint when 
working in the field,” he said. 

Mickavicz described Serio as an “exceptional 
model student who excelled in his coursework.”

Johnson College Student to PPL Employee

EDWARD SERIO
Johnson College Graduate
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JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE
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SCHEDULES
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or call 570-702-8900
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By Justin Adam Brown
jbrown@timesleader.com

Who says you can’t eat like a regu-
lar person when you’re in college?

Sure, your money is often tied up 
in tuition, textbooks and extra cur-
ricular activities, but that doesn’t 
mean you have to survive on Ramen, 
Easy Mac and stacks of 24-pack 
Gatorade. It’s possible to get away 
from the stress of school and enjoy a 
meal out. Area students offer tips on 
how they manage to eat out on a col-
lege budget. Business owners Brian 
Urbanis, of Bart & Urby’s in Wilkes-
Barre, and Bobby Gehler, of Coconut 
Summer Grill in Scranton, share 
specials they gear specifically toward 
students. And then there’s some nice 
discounts, too.

‘YOU MIGHT AS WELL 
GET SOMETHING OUT OF IT’

Mike Kapolka, of Dallas, is a 
“super senior” at Wilkes University. 
He’s been attending a four-year edu-
cational institution for at least five 
years and said eating out isn’t gener-
ally an affordable habit for him. He 
prefers to prepare food at home to 

save money. When he does go out, 
he often finds himself at Trivia Night 
on Thursdays at Bart & Urby’s.

“If you’re going to spend the 
money and go out, you might as well 
get something out of it,” Kapolka 
said. “And sometimes they’ll have 
entertainment here after trivia, too. 
Sometimes the guy who runs the 
trivia, his band, The Mobile Meth 
Lab Explosion, will play here. So if 
you’re going to pay to go out, having 
some kind of entertainment is a plus. 
And trivia gives students a chance to 
win prizes. The prizes are worth it.”

Prizes include free appetizers, food 
and cash up to $50.

Vince Insalaco, an adjunct music 
professor at Wilkes University, has 
been running Trivia Night for four 
years. Sometimes Insalaco will even 
buy the winning team a round of 
shots or a pitcher of beer. If you’re 
on a college budget, free food and 
drinks is never a bad thing.

Urbanis says he wants his business 
to be affordable for college students 
because they’re the base of his busi-
ness.
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Marcus Georgetti of Plains  
Township takes a bite out his cheeseburger 
at Bart & Urby’s in Wilkes-Barre.

See EATING OUT | 23
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Wilkes-Barre

Fall Open HOuses
OCT. 4 & NOV. 10Register today!

wb.psu.edu

Public relation representatives from Wilkes University, King’s 
College and The University of Scranton shared active programs 
offering students to use their college ID for either a discount or as 
a credit card with money budgeted to eat out.

WILKES UNIvERSITY
Program: Flex Dollars (Extra money added to a student’s dining plan.)
Participating locations: Asian Kitchen, Bart & Urby’s, Frank’s Pizzeria 
& Italian Restorante, Rodano’s, Subway (South Main Street), Sheetz 
(Wilkes-Barre Township Boulevard)

KING’S COLLEGE
Program: King’s Cash (Extra money added to dining plans.)
Participating locations: Vesuvio’s Pizzeria, Sheetz (Wilkes-Barre 
Township Boulevard), Sweet Frog (Highland Park Drive), Senuna’s Bar & 
Grill, Rodano’s; Domino’s (South Pennsylvania Avenue), Asian Kitchen, 
What the Fork

THE UNIvERSITY OF SCRANTON
Program: Show it, Save It (Ten percent student discount program.)
Participating locations: City Market and Cafe, Coconut Summer Grill, 
Coney Island Lunch, Downtown Deli, Eden — A Vegan Cafe, Kildare’s, 
Northern Light Espresso Bar, Pizza by Pappas, Primo Hoagies

Amanda Hrycyna | For Times Leader

Angie Margiotta and Bob Gehler of Coconut Summer Grill.
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All you have to do is ask, and occupational therapy (OT) Professor Joseph  
Cipriani, Ed.D., O.T.R./L., will talk at length about a first-of-its-kind OT collaboration 
in Jamaica, and how far beyond his expectations MU students went during a 
specially designed service-learning trip to the island nation in May.  

It was not a typical mission trip. Upper-level OT students had to apply and be 
accepted into a three-credit class that Dr. Cipriani designed specifically around the 
one-week trip. Most importantly, Dr. Cipriani did a pre-assessment visit to the region 
early in the semester and made contact 
with caregivers at the Mustard Seed 
Communities, an organization that 
operates homes for severely disabled 
children and adults across Jamaica and 
around the world. 

“I did a preliminary trip and toured 
many of the Mustard Seed sites with 
Therapy Missions, an organization of 
therapists who volunteer their services 
around the world,” explains Dr. 
Cipriani. “From a therapy perspective, 
what made this trip different was that 
we took the opportunity to ask the 
caregivers in Jamaica what we could 
do to help, and developed plans of 
action to address particular issues 
involving specific residents and groups 
of residents even before we left. It was 

very collaborative, and designed to 
address long-term needs and provide 
training based on our students’ clinical 
and theoretical knowledge.”

From a pool of 25 applicants, the 
students selected included John 
Ignatovich ’15, Forty Fort; fourth-year 

students Amanda Casem ’16, Mountain Top; Kristi Cianfichi ’16, Moscow; Jamie 
Opela ’16, Binghamton, New York, and Maria Weidemoyer ’16, Perkiomenville; 
and juniors Kerrie Hall ’17, Lynbrook, New York; Deirdre Stevens ’17, Schnectady, 
New York, and Mary Boyle ’17, Fairfield, Connecticut. Assistant Professor Jennifer 
Dessoye, OTR/L, accompanied the group as a specialist in pediatric OT. 

While in class, the students studied Jamaica, examining among other things, the 
culture, dialects, family structure and health care needs of the country, where there 
are only 12 certified occupational therapists to provide services to 3 million residents. 

The students spent time during the later weeks of the semester designing and 
creating equipment and therapy aids to take with them based on Dr. Cipriani’s 
observations. One in particular, a sensory stimulation mat created from scratch by 
Casem and Cianfichi, was designed to help severely disabled children with limited 
movement feel sensations – such as touching a rope and seeing themselves in a 
mirror – that healthy children experience in their everyday lives. Weidemoyer created 
a V-shaped sensory box to help give children access to sensory stimulation while 
being securely supported by staff in an upright position.

Upon arriving in Jamaica in late May, the students were not only immersed in the 
culture, they experienced an intensive interaction with therapy assistants and the 
large number of severely disabled children that are cared for in the Mustard Seed 
homes. For all involved, the learning was eye opening. It offered unparalleled clinical 
experiences and planted in them the seeds of how they can help address global 
health care needs, one patient at a time. 

“This experience showed our students that there is more to OT than the fancy, new-
century equipment they have been trained to use,” says Dr. Dessoye. “These children 
are severely disabled and have no iPads or fancy wheelchairs – what they need is 
help with feeding and the other very basic skills of daily life. Our students needed to 
go back to the fundamentals of basic therapy and be creative in their approach.”  

“Working at the Mustard Seed Communities was such an incredible experience,” 
says Casem, who had the satisfaction of seeing the sensory mat she designed 
being used to help young children. “Not only did we work with some amazing kids, 
but we presented an in-service for the staff, educated them on some therapeutic 
techniques, and brought and made some equipment that they don’t have access to. 

Planting the seeds  
of global concern
Students participate in intense OT immersion during 
mission to Jamaica; unique collaboration to include 
other universities in future

By Marianne Tucker Puhalla

As the first of hopefully many annual trips of our OT department to Mustard Seed, I 
believe we got the ball rolling to really make a difference and change the kids’ lives 
for the better.

“Not only does our (Misericordia’s) connection with Mustard Seed benefit the 
kids, but I learned a lot as an OT student while we were there. “I was able to gain 
hands-on practice of the skills that I learned in the classroom, and even though we 
were faced with such limited resources and equipment, I learned how to be more 
adaptable. Learning skills through experiences like this will help me for the rest of my 
life as a future OT,” Casem adds

Ignatovich was the only graduate on the trip, as he received his master’s degree 
in OT at the 89th annual Commencement ceremony a week before the trip. “My 
experience in Jamaica was a humbling one,” he says, citing the joy brought on simply 
in sharing a smile with a young boy. “I learned how the basic necessities in life, such 
as friendship and culture, could be so important for quality of life. As far as my career 
as an OT goes, this experience helped me to understand that I can really build a 
rapport with anyone. It doesn’t matter the culture or religion of the person … we are 
all human beings. I look forward to the future in finding ways to improve the quality 
of life with any patient I work with.”

Immediately following the trip, Ignatovich began his career as an occupational 
therapist at Wayne Memorial Hospital, Honesdale. He plans to continue his 
education at Misericordia and earn a doctorate degree in occupational therapy.

“Since Amanda (Casem) and I had been to Jamaica before, we knew a little bit about 
what to expect, but this experience was still very different from our previous one,” 
says Weidemoyer. “Because this experience was focused on OT, we had a different 
frame of mind. We had projects and things to focus on before we went down, and 
when we got there we were so determined to work on everything that we saw.”

Weidemoyer says that one of the hardest parts of the trip was recognizing that their 
time in Jamaica was temporary and their work may not be continued after they left. 
“This was their everyday life, and we weren’t about to completely change it after 
only one week,” she adds. “Even with this in mind, every smile we put on the face 
of a child was worth the anxiety, fear, excitement, sadness, and hard work that we 
endured before, during, and after the trip. Our professional lives are now changed 
forever. We now know that our practice area as OTs does not only lie within the 
borders of the United States – we are proud globally practicing OTs, and we can’t 
turn back now.”

Based on the successes observed during the Misericordia trip, the efforts in Jamaica 
will soon involve additional universities that are being brought together by the 
occupational therapists who volunteer at Therapy Missions, according to Dr. Cipriani. 
It is an opportunity to be a part of a unique educational collaboration that he said 
was previously unheard of on the island nation. Skype sessions involving OT students 
and faculty at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Georgia Regents 
University, Augusta, Georgia, and Misericordia have been held. The plan is to have 
each university adopt two specific Mustard Seed homes in Jamaica and visit each 
one annually with the hope to improve the continuity of education of the Mustard 
Seed staff and care of residents.

For more information about the occupational therapy program at Misericordia 
University, please call (570) 674-6400 or log on to www.misericordia.edu/ot. 
Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1924, Misericordia University is Luzerne County’s 
first four-year college and offers 34 academic programs on the graduate and 
undergraduate levels in full- and part-time formats. Misericordia University ranks 
in the top tier of the Best Regional Universities – North category of U.S. News and 
World Report’s 2015 edition of Best Colleges, and was designated a 2016 Best 
Northeastern College by the Princeton Review.

Captions

Misericordia’s Deirdre Stevens 
’17 shares a hug and smiles 
with a girl during a visit to 
Jerusalem!, a Mustard Seed 
home for severely disabled 
children in Spanish Town, 
Jamaica.

John Ignatovich ’15, and Dr. Jennifer Dessoye  
work with a child at Sophie’s Place, Gordon  
Town Jamaica

OT student Maria Weidemoyer ’16 offers a high-
five to a child during a service-learning trip to My 
Father’s House, Kingston, Jamaica.  
 
 
 

OT students Maria Weidemoyer ’16 and Amanda 
Casem’16 work with residents and staff at My 
Father’s House, a Mustard Seed home for severely 
disabled children in Kingston, Jamaica.

OT students Maria Weidemoyer ’16 and Amanda 
Casem ’16 introduce a Jamaican child to the 
sensory stimulation mat designed and created by 
Casem and fellow student, Kristi Cianfichi ’16.

“I was able to gain  
hands-on practice of the 
skills that I learned in 

the classroom, and even 
though we were faced with 
such limited resources and 
equipment, I learned how 

to be more adaptable.”
 ~ Amanda Casem ’16, 

Mountain Top, PA

All you have to do is ask, and occupational therapy (OT) Professor Joseph  
Cipriani, Ed.D., O.T.R./L., will talk at length about a first-of-its-kind OT collaboration 
in Jamaica, and how far beyond his expectations MU students went during a 
specially designed service-learning trip to the island nation in May.  

It was not a typical mission trip. Upper-level OT students had to apply and be 
accepted into a three-credit class that Dr. Cipriani designed specifically around the 
one-week trip. Most importantly, Dr. Cipriani did a pre-assessment visit to the region 
early in the semester and made contact 
with caregivers at the Mustard Seed 
Communities, an organization that 
operates homes for severely disabled 
children and adults across Jamaica and 
around the world. 

“I did a preliminary trip and toured 
many of the Mustard Seed sites with 
Therapy Missions, an organization of 
therapists who volunteer their services 
around the world,” explains Dr. 
Cipriani. “From a therapy perspective, 
what made this trip different was that 
we took the opportunity to ask the 
caregivers in Jamaica what we could 
do to help, and developed plans of 
action to address particular issues 
involving specific residents and groups 
of residents even before we left. It was 

very collaborative, and designed to 
address long-term needs and provide 
training based on our students’ clinical 
and theoretical knowledge.”

From a pool of 25 applicants, the 
students selected included John 
Ignatovich ’15, Forty Fort; fourth-year 

students Amanda Casem ’16, Mountain Top; Kristi Cianfichi ’16, Moscow; Jamie 
Opela ’16, Binghamton, New York, and Maria Weidemoyer ’16, Perkiomenville; 
and juniors Kerrie Hall ’17, Lynbrook, New York; Deirdre Stevens ’17, Schnectady, 
New York, and Mary Boyle ’17, Fairfield, Connecticut. Assistant Professor Jennifer 
Dessoye, OTR/L, accompanied the group as a specialist in pediatric OT. 

While in class, the students studied Jamaica, examining among other things, the 
culture, dialects, family structure and health care needs of the country, where there 
are only 12 certified occupational therapists to provide services to 3 million residents. 

The students spent time during the later weeks of the semester designing and 
creating equipment and therapy aids to take with them based on Dr. Cipriani’s 
observations. One in particular, a sensory stimulation mat created from scratch by 
Casem and Cianfichi, was designed to help severely disabled children with limited 
movement feel sensations – such as touching a rope and seeing themselves in a 
mirror – that healthy children experience in their everyday lives. Weidemoyer created 
a V-shaped sensory box to help give children access to sensory stimulation while 
being securely supported by staff in an upright position.

Upon arriving in Jamaica in late May, the students were not only immersed in the 
culture, they experienced an intensive interaction with therapy assistants and the 
large number of severely disabled children that are cared for in the Mustard Seed 
homes. For all involved, the learning was eye opening. It offered unparalleled clinical 
experiences and planted in them the seeds of how they can help address global 
health care needs, one patient at a time. 

“This experience showed our students that there is more to OT than the fancy, new-
century equipment they have been trained to use,” says Dr. Dessoye. “These children 
are severely disabled and have no iPads or fancy wheelchairs – what they need is 
help with feeding and the other very basic skills of daily life. Our students needed to 
go back to the fundamentals of basic therapy and be creative in their approach.”  

“Working at the Mustard Seed Communities was such an incredible experience,” 
says Casem, who had the satisfaction of seeing the sensory mat she designed 
being used to help young children. “Not only did we work with some amazing kids, 
but we presented an in-service for the staff, educated them on some therapeutic 
techniques, and brought and made some equipment that they don’t have access to. 

Planting the seeds  
of global concern
Students participate in intense OT immersion during 
mission to Jamaica; unique collaboration to include 
other universities in future

By Marianne Tucker Puhalla

As the first of hopefully many annual trips of our OT department to Mustard Seed, I 
believe we got the ball rolling to really make a difference and change the kids’ lives 
for the better.

“Not only does our (Misericordia’s) connection with Mustard Seed benefit the 
kids, but I learned a lot as an OT student while we were there. “I was able to gain 
hands-on practice of the skills that I learned in the classroom, and even though we 
were faced with such limited resources and equipment, I learned how to be more 
adaptable. Learning skills through experiences like this will help me for the rest of my 
life as a future OT,” Casem adds

Ignatovich was the only graduate on the trip, as he received his master’s degree 
in OT at the 89th annual Commencement ceremony a week before the trip. “My 
experience in Jamaica was a humbling one,” he says, citing the joy brought on simply 
in sharing a smile with a young boy. “I learned how the basic necessities in life, such 
as friendship and culture, could be so important for quality of life. As far as my career 
as an OT goes, this experience helped me to understand that I can really build a 
rapport with anyone. It doesn’t matter the culture or religion of the person … we are 
all human beings. I look forward to the future in finding ways to improve the quality 
of life with any patient I work with.”

Immediately following the trip, Ignatovich began his career as an occupational 
therapist at Wayne Memorial Hospital, Honesdale. He plans to continue his 
education at Misericordia and earn a doctorate degree in occupational therapy.

“Since Amanda (Casem) and I had been to Jamaica before, we knew a little bit about 
what to expect, but this experience was still very different from our previous one,” 
says Weidemoyer. “Because this experience was focused on OT, we had a different 
frame of mind. We had projects and things to focus on before we went down, and 
when we got there we were so determined to work on everything that we saw.”

Weidemoyer says that one of the hardest parts of the trip was recognizing that their 
time in Jamaica was temporary and their work may not be continued after they left. 
“This was their everyday life, and we weren’t about to completely change it after 
only one week,” she adds. “Even with this in mind, every smile we put on the face 
of a child was worth the anxiety, fear, excitement, sadness, and hard work that we 
endured before, during, and after the trip. Our professional lives are now changed 
forever. We now know that our practice area as OTs does not only lie within the 
borders of the United States – we are proud globally practicing OTs, and we can’t 
turn back now.”

Based on the successes observed during the Misericordia trip, the efforts in Jamaica 
will soon involve additional universities that are being brought together by the 
occupational therapists who volunteer at Therapy Missions, according to Dr. Cipriani. 
It is an opportunity to be a part of a unique educational collaboration that he said 
was previously unheard of on the island nation. Skype sessions involving OT students 
and faculty at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Georgia Regents 
University, Augusta, Georgia, and Misericordia have been held. The plan is to have 
each university adopt two specific Mustard Seed homes in Jamaica and visit each 
one annually with the hope to improve the continuity of education of the Mustard 
Seed staff and care of residents.

For more information about the occupational therapy program at Misericordia 
University, please call (570) 674-6400 or log on to www.misericordia.edu/ot. 
Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1924, Misericordia University is Luzerne County’s 
first four-year college and offers 34 academic programs on the graduate and 
undergraduate levels in full- and part-time formats. Misericordia University ranks 
in the top tier of the Best Regional Universities – North category of U.S. News and 
World Report’s 2015 edition of Best Colleges, and was designated a 2016 Best 
Northeastern College by the Princeton Review.

Captions

Misericordia’s Deirdre Stevens 
’17 shares a hug and smiles 
with a girl during a visit to 
Jerusalem!, a Mustard Seed 
home for severely disabled 
children in Spanish Town, 
Jamaica.

John Ignatovich ’15, and Dr. Jennifer Dessoye  
work with a child at Sophie’s Place, Gordon  
Town Jamaica

OT student Maria Weidemoyer ’16 offers a high-
five to a child during a service-learning trip to My 
Father’s House, Kingston, Jamaica.  
 
 
 

OT students Maria Weidemoyer ’16 and Amanda 
Casem’16 work with residents and staff at My 
Father’s House, a Mustard Seed home for severely 
disabled children in Kingston, Jamaica.

OT students Maria Weidemoyer ’16 and Amanda 
Casem ’16 introduce a Jamaican child to the 
sensory stimulation mat designed and created by 
Casem and fellow student, Kristi Cianfichi ’16.

“I was able to gain  
hands-on practice of the 
skills that I learned in 

the classroom, and even 
though we were faced with 
such limited resources and 
equipment, I learned how 

to be more adaptable.”
 ~ Amanda Casem ’16, 

Mountain Top, PA

All you have to do is ask, and occupational therapy (OT) Professor Joseph  
Cipriani, Ed.D., O.T.R./L., will talk at length about a first-of-its-kind OT collaboration 
in Jamaica, and how far beyond his expectations MU students went during a 
specially designed service-learning trip to the island nation in May.  

It was not a typical mission trip. Upper-level OT students had to apply and be 
accepted into a three-credit class that Dr. Cipriani designed specifically around the 
one-week trip. Most importantly, Dr. Cipriani did a pre-assessment visit to the region 
early in the semester and made contact 
with caregivers at the Mustard Seed 
Communities, an organization that 
operates homes for severely disabled 
children and adults across Jamaica and 
around the world. 

“I did a preliminary trip and toured 
many of the Mustard Seed sites with 
Therapy Missions, an organization of 
therapists who volunteer their services 
around the world,” explains Dr. 
Cipriani. “From a therapy perspective, 
what made this trip different was that 
we took the opportunity to ask the 
caregivers in Jamaica what we could 
do to help, and developed plans of 
action to address particular issues 
involving specific residents and groups 
of residents even before we left. It was 

very collaborative, and designed to 
address long-term needs and provide 
training based on our students’ clinical 
and theoretical knowledge.”

From a pool of 25 applicants, the 
students selected included John 
Ignatovich ’15, Forty Fort; fourth-year 

students Amanda Casem ’16, Mountain Top; Kristi Cianfichi ’16, Moscow; Jamie 
Opela ’16, Binghamton, New York, and Maria Weidemoyer ’16, Perkiomenville; 
and juniors Kerrie Hall ’17, Lynbrook, New York; Deirdre Stevens ’17, Schnectady, 
New York, and Mary Boyle ’17, Fairfield, Connecticut. Assistant Professor Jennifer 
Dessoye, OTR/L, accompanied the group as a specialist in pediatric OT. 

While in class, the students studied Jamaica, examining among other things, the 
culture, dialects, family structure and health care needs of the country, where there 
are only 12 certified occupational therapists to provide services to 3 million residents. 

The students spent time during the later weeks of the semester designing and 
creating equipment and therapy aids to take with them based on Dr. Cipriani’s 
observations. One in particular, a sensory stimulation mat created from scratch by 
Casem and Cianfichi, was designed to help severely disabled children with limited 
movement feel sensations – such as touching a rope and seeing themselves in a 
mirror – that healthy children experience in their everyday lives. Weidemoyer created 
a V-shaped sensory box to help give children access to sensory stimulation while 
being securely supported by staff in an upright position.

Upon arriving in Jamaica in late May, the students were not only immersed in the 
culture, they experienced an intensive interaction with therapy assistants and the 
large number of severely disabled children that are cared for in the Mustard Seed 
homes. For all involved, the learning was eye opening. It offered unparalleled clinical 
experiences and planted in them the seeds of how they can help address global 
health care needs, one patient at a time. 

“This experience showed our students that there is more to OT than the fancy, new-
century equipment they have been trained to use,” says Dr. Dessoye. “These children 
are severely disabled and have no iPads or fancy wheelchairs – what they need is 
help with feeding and the other very basic skills of daily life. Our students needed to 
go back to the fundamentals of basic therapy and be creative in their approach.”  

“Working at the Mustard Seed Communities was such an incredible experience,” 
says Casem, who had the satisfaction of seeing the sensory mat she designed 
being used to help young children. “Not only did we work with some amazing kids, 
but we presented an in-service for the staff, educated them on some therapeutic 
techniques, and brought and made some equipment that they don’t have access to. 

Planting the seeds  
of global concern
Students participate in intense OT immersion during 
mission to Jamaica; unique collaboration to include 
other universities in future

By Marianne Tucker Puhalla

As the first of hopefully many annual trips of our OT department to Mustard Seed, I 
believe we got the ball rolling to really make a difference and change the kids’ lives 
for the better.

“Not only does our (Misericordia’s) connection with Mustard Seed benefit the 
kids, but I learned a lot as an OT student while we were there. “I was able to gain 
hands-on practice of the skills that I learned in the classroom, and even though we 
were faced with such limited resources and equipment, I learned how to be more 
adaptable. Learning skills through experiences like this will help me for the rest of my 
life as a future OT,” Casem adds

Ignatovich was the only graduate on the trip, as he received his master’s degree 
in OT at the 89th annual Commencement ceremony a week before the trip. “My 
experience in Jamaica was a humbling one,” he says, citing the joy brought on simply 
in sharing a smile with a young boy. “I learned how the basic necessities in life, such 
as friendship and culture, could be so important for quality of life. As far as my career 
as an OT goes, this experience helped me to understand that I can really build a 
rapport with anyone. It doesn’t matter the culture or religion of the person … we are 
all human beings. I look forward to the future in finding ways to improve the quality 
of life with any patient I work with.”

Immediately following the trip, Ignatovich began his career as an occupational 
therapist at Wayne Memorial Hospital, Honesdale. He plans to continue his 
education at Misericordia and earn a doctorate degree in occupational therapy.

“Since Amanda (Casem) and I had been to Jamaica before, we knew a little bit about 
what to expect, but this experience was still very different from our previous one,” 
says Weidemoyer. “Because this experience was focused on OT, we had a different 
frame of mind. We had projects and things to focus on before we went down, and 
when we got there we were so determined to work on everything that we saw.”

Weidemoyer says that one of the hardest parts of the trip was recognizing that their 
time in Jamaica was temporary and their work may not be continued after they left. 
“This was their everyday life, and we weren’t about to completely change it after 
only one week,” she adds. “Even with this in mind, every smile we put on the face 
of a child was worth the anxiety, fear, excitement, sadness, and hard work that we 
endured before, during, and after the trip. Our professional lives are now changed 
forever. We now know that our practice area as OTs does not only lie within the 
borders of the United States – we are proud globally practicing OTs, and we can’t 
turn back now.”

Based on the successes observed during the Misericordia trip, the efforts in Jamaica 
will soon involve additional universities that are being brought together by the 
occupational therapists who volunteer at Therapy Missions, according to Dr. Cipriani. 
It is an opportunity to be a part of a unique educational collaboration that he said 
was previously unheard of on the island nation. Skype sessions involving OT students 
and faculty at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Georgia Regents 
University, Augusta, Georgia, and Misericordia have been held. The plan is to have 
each university adopt two specific Mustard Seed homes in Jamaica and visit each 
one annually with the hope to improve the continuity of education of the Mustard 
Seed staff and care of residents.

For more information about the occupational therapy program at Misericordia 
University, please call (570) 674-6400 or log on to www.misericordia.edu/ot. 
Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1924, Misericordia University is Luzerne County’s 
first four-year college and offers 34 academic programs on the graduate and 
undergraduate levels in full- and part-time formats. Misericordia University ranks 
in the top tier of the Best Regional Universities – North category of U.S. News and 
World Report’s 2015 edition of Best Colleges, and was designated a 2016 Best 
Northeastern College by the Princeton Review.
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Misericordia’s Deirdre Stevens 
’17 shares a hug and smiles 
with a girl during a visit to 
Jerusalem!, a Mustard Seed 
home for severely disabled 
children in Spanish Town, 
Jamaica.

John Ignatovich ’15, and Dr. Jennifer Dessoye  
work with a child at Sophie’s Place, Gordon  
Town Jamaica

OT student Maria Weidemoyer ’16 offers a high-
five to a child during a service-learning trip to My 
Father’s House, Kingston, Jamaica.  
 
 
 

OT students Maria Weidemoyer ’16 and Amanda 
Casem’16 work with residents and staff at My 
Father’s House, a Mustard Seed home for severely 
disabled children in Kingston, Jamaica.

OT students Maria Weidemoyer ’16 and Amanda 
Casem ’16 introduce a Jamaican child to the 
sensory stimulation mat designed and created by 
Casem and fellow student, Kristi Cianfichi ’16.

“I was able to gain  
hands-on practice of the 
skills that I learned in 

the classroom, and even 
though we were faced with 
such limited resources and 
equipment, I learned how 

to be more adaptable.”
 ~ Amanda Casem ’16, 

Mountain Top, PA

All you have to do is ask, and occupational therapy (OT) Professor Joseph Cipriani, Ed.D., 
O.T.R./L., will talk at length about a first-of-its-kind OT collaboration in Jamaica, and how 
far beyond his expectations MU students went during a specially designed service-learn-
ing trip to the island nation in May. 

It was not a typical mission trip. Upper-level OT students had to apply and be accepted 
into a  three-credit class that Dr. Cipriani designed 
specifically around the one-week trip. Most impor-
tantly, Dr. Cipriani did a pre-assessment visit to 
the region early in the semester and made contact 
with caregivers at the Mustard Seed Communities, 
an organization that operates homes for severely 
disabled children and adults across Jamaica and 
around the world. 

“I did a preliminary trip and toured many of the 
Mustard Seed sites with Therapy Missions, an 
organization of therapists who volunteer their 
services around the world,” explains Dr. Cipriani. 
“From a therapy perspective, what made this trip 
different was that we took the opportunity to ask 
the caregivers in Jamaica what we could do to 
help, and developed plans of action to address 
particular issues involving specific residents and 
groups of residents even before we left. It was very 
collaborative, and designed to address long-term 
needs and provide

training based on our students’ clinical and 
theoretical knowledge.”

From a pool of 25 applicants, the students selected 
included John Ignatovich ’15, Forty Fort; fourth-year 
students Amanda Casem ’16, Mountain Top; Kristi 

Cianfichi ’16, Moscow; Jamie Opela ’16, Binghamton, New York, and Maria Weidemoyer ’16, 
Perkiomenville; and juniors Kerrie Hall ’17, Lynbrook, New York; Deirdre Stevens ’17,
Schnectady, New York, and Mary Boyle ’17, Fairfield, Connecticut. Assistant Professor 
Jennifer Dessoye, OTR/L, accompanied the group as a specialist in pediatric OT. 

While in class, the students studied Jamaica, examining among other things, the culture, dia-
lects, family structure and health care needs of the country, where there are only 12 certified 
occupational therapists to provide services to 3 million residents. 

The students spent time during the later weeks of the semester designing and creating 
equipment and therapy aids to take with them based on Dr. Cipriani’s observations. One 
in particular, a sensory stimulation mat created from scratch by Casem and Cianfichi, was 
designed to help severely disabled children with limited movement feel sensations – such as 
touching a rope and seeing themselves in a mirror – that healthy children experience in their 
everyday lives. Weidemoyer created a V-shaped sensory box to help give children access to 
sensory stimulation while being securely supported by staff in an upright position. 

Upon arriving in Jamaica in late May, the students were not only immersed in the culture, they 
experienced an intensive interaction with therapy assistants and the large number of severely 
disabled children that are cared for in the Mustard Seed homes. For all involved, the learning 
was eye opening. It offered unparalleled clinical experiences and planted in them the seeds of 
how they can help address global health care needs, one patient at a time. 

This experience showed our students that there is more to OT than the fancy, new century 
equipment they have been trained to use,” says Dr. Dessoye. “These children are severely 
disabled and have no iPads or fancy wheelchairs – what they need is help with feeding and 
the other very basic skills of daily life. Our students needed to go back to the fundamentals of 
basic therapy and be creative in their approach.” 

“Working at the Mustard Seed Communities was such an incredible experience,” says 
Casem, who had the satisfaction of seeing the sensory mat she designed being used to help 
young children. “Not only did we work with some amazing kids, but we presented an in-
service for the staff, educated them on some therapeutic echniques, and brought and made 
some equipment that they don’t have access to.    
   
As the first of hopefully many annual trips of our OT department to Mustard Seed, I believe 
we got the ball rolling to really make a difference and change the kids’ lives for the better.

“Not only does our (Misericordia’s) connection with Mustard Seed benefit the
kids, but I learned a lot as an OT student while we were there. “I was able to gain
hands-on practice of the skills that I learned in the classroom, and even though we
were faced with such limited resources and equipment, I learned how to be more
adaptable. Learning skills through experiences like this will help me for the rest of my
life as a future OT,” Casem adds
Ignatovich was the only graduate on the trip, as he received his master’s degree
in OT at the 89th annual Commencement ceremony a week before the trip. “My
experience in Jamaica was a humbling one,” he says, citing the joy brought on simply
in sharing a smile with a young boy. “I learned how the basic necessities in life, such
as friendship and culture, could be so important for quality of life. As far as my career
as an OT goes, this experience helped me to understand that I can really build a
rapport with anyone. It doesn’t matter the culture or religion of the person … we are
all human beings. I look forward to the future in finding ways to improve the quality
of life with any patient I work with.”

Immediately following the trip, Ignatovich began his career as an occupational
therapist at Wayne Memorial Hospital, Honesdale. He plans to continue his
education at Misericordia and earn a doctorate degree in occupational therapy.

“Since Amanda (Casem) and I had been to Jamaica before, we knew a little bit about
what to expect, but this experience was still very different from our previous one,”
says Weidemoyer. “Because this experience was focused on OT, we had a different
frame of mind. We had projects and things to focus on before we went down, and
when we got there we were so determined to work on everything that we saw.”

Weidemoyer says that one of the hardest parts of the trip was recognizing that their
time in Jamaica was temporary and their work may not be continued after they left.

“This was their everyday life, and we weren’t about to completely change it after
only one week,” she adds. “Even with this in mind, every smile we put on the face
of a child was worth the anxiety, fear, excitement, sadness, and hard work that we
endured before, during, and after the trip. Our professional lives are now changed
forever. We now know that our practice area as OTs does not only lie within the
borders of the United States – we are proud globally practicing OTs, and we can’t
turn back now.”

Based on the successes observed during the Misericordia trip, the efforts in Jamaica
will soon involve additional universities that are being brought together by the
occupational therapists who volunteer at Therapy Missions, according to Dr. Cipriani.
It is an opportunity to be a part of a unique educational collaboration that he said
was previously unheard of on the island nation. Skype sessions involving OT students
and faculty at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Georgia Regents
University, Augusta, Georgia, and Misericordia have been held. The plan is to have
each university adopt two specific Mustard Seed homes in Jamaica and visit each
one annually with the hope to improve the continuity of education of the Mustard
Seed staff and care of residents.

For more information about the occupational therapy program at Misericordia
University, please call (570) 674-6400 or log on to www.misericordia.edu/ot.
Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1924, Misericordia University is Luzerne County’s
first four-year college and offers 34 academic programs on the graduate and
undergraduate levels in full- and part-time formats. Misericordia University ranks
in the top tier of the Best Regional Universities – North category of U.S. News and
World Report’s 2015 edition of Best Colleges, and was designated a 2016 Best
Northeastern College by the Princeton Review.
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Students speak out

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

Jasmine Johnson

honesdale
Freshman at  

king’s College
music: i listen to  

whatever is good on the 
radio. it depends on my 

mood. if i want to get 
stuff done, i listen to fast 
paced, and if i want to go 

to sleep, i listen to  
slower music.

Film: “Vacation”
Literature: i only  
read for school.

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

danieLLe Janssen

mountain top
Freshman at king’s 

College
music: maroon 5, 
pop music, radio

Film: “the  
Blindside”

Literature: i like to 
follow celebrity  

stories on  
news sites.
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“Students have a lot going on,” Urbanis 
said. “They have a lot to balance and it 
can be stressful for them. I want them to 
have a place where they can get away from 
any weight on their shoulders and have a 
good time and feel safe, feel like they’re at 
home.”

To help make it easier for students to 
afford to eat at his establishment, Urbanis 
offers a 10 percent discount to any patron 
showing a valid college ID.

COLLEGE STUDENTS, THE REAL vIP
Gehler says he remembers what it was 

like being a student at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University in Teaneck, New Jersey and 
having only a five spot in his pocket for 
the day.

“Here at Coconut Summer Grill, you 
can come in with five bucks and fill your 
stomach,” he said.

A breakfast sandwich with New Jersey’s 
Taylor Ham, fried egg and cheese on a 
panini-pressed biscuit is $3.95. “Even with 
a cup of coffee, it’s less than five bucks,” 
Gehler said. He also sells Jersey’s famous 
foot-long Thumann’s hot dogs for $2.75.

Also less than $5 is juice from a raw 
juice bar.

“Most students can’t juice in their dorm 
room,” Gehler said. “Here, I have a com-
mercial juicer that makes fresh, healthy 
juices that taste great and keep the stu-
dents healthy. Not all students have access 
to fresh fruits and vegetables for an afford-
able cost.”

Gehler moved to Scranton with his wife, 
Angela, in 2013 to open a frozen yogurt 
shop on Spruce Street.

“We moved to Adams Avenue in Janu-
ary of this year. People are still finding us 
at our new location,” he said. “Now we 
have good ice cream and good food.”

Gehler also offers a VIP Club Card. 
After 10 purchases of frozen yogurt, 
shakes or raw juice, the next purchase is 
free.

Whether you’re looking for some enter-
tainment, a chance to win free food or a 
healthy meal for less than five bucks, eat-
ing out on a college budget is possible — 
just look around.

Reach Justin Adam Brown at 570-991-6652 or on Twitter 
@wkdr

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Graduate students Kristen Toole of Wilkes-Barre, left, 

and Adonis vancartie of Queens, New York, join friends 
Alex Lauer of Forty Fort and Tomas Cabrera of Hanover 

Township at Bart & Urby’s in Wilkes-Barre for trivia night.

Am
anda H

rycyna | For Tim
es Leader

Owner Bob Gehler of Coconut Summer 
Grill hands out menus to college 
freshmen who came into his shop to 
sample his smoothies.

Amanda Hrycyna | For Times Leader

The juice bar menu at The coconut summer grill.

From page 18

Eating Out
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King’s College offers exceptional academic and professional programs 
built on a strong liberal arts core and the Catholic intellectual tradition. 
The King’s experience is based on close student-faculty interaction 
through experiential learning and undergraduate research, as well as 
service learning and study abroad. 

Admission and financial aid counselors help you navigate your arrival 
to campus, and the First Year Experience helps new students make the 
adjustment to college life. If you need additional assistance, our Aca-
demic Skills and Writing Centers will help make sure you succeed in the 
classroom.

Successful Outcomes: It’s not a secret that one goal of your college ca-
reer is to get a great job. At King’s, 99% of our alumni are employed or 
in graduate school within six months of graduation. 

To get you ready, we focus on your education the minute you walk in 
the door: Professional career counselors provide the tools, software, 
workshops, training and testing you need to awaken hidden interests 
and skills. As early as freshman year, students have the opportunity to 
participate in research experiments or write for one of our student 
publications. 

King’s offers a wide range of programs to meet your unique skills and 
interest. Our study abroad programs give students the opportunity to 
live, learn and intern in a new culture. Service learning enriches what is 
learned in the classroom by integrating coursework with civic respon-
sibility to strengthen our communities; internships enable you to gain 
first-hand experiences and earn credits while testing out a career. 

Come See for Yourself
The only way to find out if King’s is the right choice for you is to visit 
our campus. While you’re here, meet the admission and financial aid 
counselors, a coach or faculty member to discuss your interest and 
goals. Attend a class, stay overnight in our residence halls, eat in the 
Marketplace café and take some time to get a real feel for our campus. 

To schedule a visit, call 888-KINGS PA or e-mail admissions@kings.edu.

Prepare for Success at King’s
King’s College offers a warm, welcoming environment that will give 
you the tools to succeed while you’re here and long after you gradu-
ate. You’ll find rigorous coursework, competitive sports and an array 
of activities as easily as you will find supportive professors, impressive 
coaches and friends for life. 

Professional Focus: King’s College takes pride in its rigorous curriculum, 
which has a solid foundation in the liberal arts. At King’s, students are 
taught how—not what—to think. King’s graduates are effective commu-
nicators and critical thinkers who are sough after in every industry.

By working with renowned professors, our graduates acquire skills to 
become leaders in their field of study. If you are planning to further 
your education after you graduate from King’s, you can enroll in one of 
our pre-professional programs, which have excellent placement rates in 
some of the most competitive programs. 

Hands-on Learning: King’s helps you achieve success by providing an 
environment that is both nurturing and enriching. Classes are small 
and taught by professors (not teaching assistants) who have earned the 
highest degrees in their fields and bring extensive real-world experience 
to the classroom. 

King’s professors are dedicated to helping you realize your full potential. 
With an average of only 18 students per class, your professors will know 
you by name and make themselves available—whether it’s during sched-
uled office hours, through e-mail or even over coffee.

facebook.com/KingsAdmission twitter.com/KingsAdmission

kings.edu
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Join us for 

Fall Open House!
October 4, 2015 • November 15, 2015
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Try our food - lunch is on us! • Discuss financial aid
Attend academic sessions • Chat with current students

Take a campus tour • Converse with a professor
Talk with coaches • Tour the residence halls

To register call 888-KINGS-PA or go online to
www.kings.edu/fallopenhouse
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By Gene Axton
gaxton@timesleader.com

NANTICOKE — In 
June, Cheryl Ann Young 
traded her scrubs for 
something more formal 
to celebrate the 40th 
class to graduate from 
the nursing program at 
Luzerne County Com-
munity College.

A native of Wakefield, 
Quebec, Canada, Young 
started at LCCC in the 
’90s after she moved 
to Pennsylvania with 
her then-husband and 
continued through the 
program while simul-
taneously raising three 
children and proceeding 
through a divorce.

“If we had any issues 
with family, (the pro-
gram) tried to accom-
modate us,” Young said. 
“They were very caring 
and concerned for our 
well-being and that we 
did well at our jobs and 
we got lots of clinical 
hours. I can’t say enough 
good things about 
Luzerne County Com-
munity College’s nursing 
program.”

Young was hired as 
an obstetrics nurse 
at Kingston’s Nesbitt 
Memorial Hospital — 
the same hospital where 
her children were born. 
She moved to Virginia 
in July 1999 and now 
works at Memorial 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Mechanicsville, 
Virginia. Young is one 
of the 3,811 students 
who graduated from the 

LCCC nursing program 
since its 1973 imple-
mentation — a program 
that, as of January 2012, 
is overseen by Dr. Debo-
rah Vilegi-Payne.

Vilegi-Payne, a native 
of Hanover Township, is 
an alumnus of LCCC’s 
surgical technology 
program and holds mas-
ter’s degrees in nursing 
education and health 
care administration,and 
a Ph.D. in organization 
and management. The 
program’s adoption of 
a new concept-based 
curriculum during 
Vilegi-Payne’s first 
year as dean shows the 
program’s commitment 
to evolving, but that 
doesn’t mean it has lost 
focus when it comes to 
accommodating the next 
generation of nurses.

Vilegi-Payne, a 26-year 
veteran of the operating 
room, said no matter 
how many technological 
advances and curriculum 
edits occur, the core 
values LCCC’s nursing 
program were built upon 
still serve to guide the 
program into the future. 
LCCC’s Vice President 
of Academic Affairs 
and Provost Dr. Dana 
Charles Clark echoed 
those sentiments.

A Kingston native 
who served as the dean 
of LCCC’s nursing pro-
gram from 2004 to 2011, 
Clark presided over the 
program during a period 
of high job availability in 
the nursing profession. 
The job market allowed 

LCCC’s nursing school 
to expand and begin 
off-site programs, which 
increased the number of 
nurses graduating into 
the community. The 
Pennsylvania Higher 
Education Foundation 
helped LCCC nursing 
students defray program 
costs through scholar-
ships, and Clark was 
happy to help future 
nurses pursue their pas-
sion.

Young is one of the 
3,811 who’ve gradu-
ated from LCCC’s 
nursing program since 
its first class started 
in 1973. The values 
that Vilegi-Payne said 
are at the core of the 
program — commit-
ment, dedication, family 
environment, student 
success and enthusi-
asm for nursing — all 
show through as Young 
describes her current 
position as a weekend 
nurse. She works three 
to four 12-hour shifts in 
quick succession from 
Friday to Monday so she 
can have four full days 
to spend with her fam-
ily. Young couldn’t say 
enough about LCCC’s 
nursing program, but 
that’s OK — LCCC’s 
nursing program has 
said 3,811 good things 
about itself with each of 
the 3,811 degrees that 
have been handed out, 
and a new round of com-
pliments just arrived for 
their first fall semester.

Reach Gene Axton at 570-991-
6121 or on Twitter @TLArts

LCCC nursing alumni gather to 
celebrate 40th graduating class

CHARLOTTE BARTIZEK|for Times Leader
“We looked like this?,” wondered alumni at a celebration recognizing the 40th graduating class from 
the nursing program at Luzerne County Community College.

The nursing pin 
designed for the 

first nursing class 
in 1975. Alumni 
met again for a 

commemorative 
dinner at LCCC.
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Students speak out

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

PeteR BieLeCki

Wilkes-Barre
Freshman at 

king’s College
music: asap Rocky, 

50 Cent,  
Futuristic  

(discovered but 
unsigned), Jordan 
hall (Wilkes-Barre 

rapper)
Film: “you’re next”

Literature:  
“the hunger 

Games” series

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

monRoe sheRman

silver springs, new 
Jersey

senior at  
king’s College

music: travis scott
Film: i’m looking for-

ward to  
seeing “straight  
outta Compton”  

and “Concussion.”
Literature:  

“the outsiders” and 
“the economist”



COLLEGE GUIDE 2015 Times Leader28    Saturday, September 26, 2015

Mount Aloyius College

Location
 Mount Aloysius College is located in the scenic Southern 
Allegheny Mountains of west-central Pennsylvania, in the town 
of Cresson. The College’s setting is rural but mere minutes from 
State College, Altoona, and Johnstown. Mount Aloysius is just 
60 minutes east of downtown Pittsburgh. 

Financial Aid
 Mount Aloysius prides itself on affordability. Fully 94 
percent of students at Mount Aloysius College receive some 
form of financial aid. The College awards academic funds based 
on GPA and SAT or ACT scores. Mount Aloysius College 
participates in all federal and state programs. U.S. News & 
World Report has ranked Mount Aloysius College as one of the 
best-priced private liberal arts colleges in the United States
 
For further information, students should visit the College’s web 
site at http://www.mtaloy.edu. Prospective students are 
encouraged to visit the scenic 193-acre campus.

College

What Sets us

DESCRIPTION

APART

 Mount Aloysius College is an affordable, accommodating and very 
accessible Catholic liberal arts college sponsored by the Religious Sisters of 
Mercy.  Established in 1853, Mount Aloysius College welcomes people of all faith 
traditions. 

 Mount Aloysius offers both undergraduate and graduate education.  Since 
the founding of the College, alumni number nearly 16,000 worldwide.  The 
College is committed to providing small class sizes, and students benefit from 
accessible faculty and staff.  There are over 2,500 undergraduate, graduate and 
continuing education students.

 Mount Aloysius is a comprehensive, liberal arts and science–based 
institution with a commitment to career-directed study. Rooted in the Catholic 
tradition, Mount Aloysius is one of the nation’s 16 Mercy sponsored colleges.

 MAC has 175 faculty members, allowing a 13:1 student/faculty ratio. The 
College offers more than 70 academic programs on the undergraduate and 
graduate levels in Health Sciences and Nursing, Humanities, Education, Social 
Sciences, Natural and Applied Sciences, Business Administration and Pre-
Professional studies.  Students may choose from more than 20 concentrations 
and minors.  Mount Aloysius College is a Military Friendly College and a 
College of Distinction.

   At Mount Aloysius College students enjoy scores of student-run clubs, 
active theater and chorale groups, a world-class speaker series and many 
opportunities for community service.  The College’s new 87,000 square foot 
Athletic Convocation and Wellness Center is the home of Mountie Athletics. 
The College is proud to be A College of Distinction, was Top Ranked by U.S. 
News & World Report, Military Friendly, was named to the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor Roll, and honored by the Allegheny 
Mountain Collegiate Conference for community service and academic 
excellence.

80672464
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LEADING LYCOMING

COLLEGE

WILLIAMSPORT,  PENNSYLVANIA

LYCOMING 
ISN’T SOMEWHERE YOU ARE— 
IT’S SOMETHING YOU DO. 
We’re some of the nation’s best and brightest—

working hard, discovering talents, changing the world, 

and enjoying every minute of it.

JOIN IN. 
For us, being involved isn’t 
a matter of if, but a matter of how much.

www.lycoming.edu

Students speak out

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

ChRis BoyLe

heightstown, new Jersey
senior at king’s College

music: Up here in Pa., 
it’s a lot of country. 

i’m also into John mayer, 
third eye Blind,  

Big sean, and Logic.
Film: “straight outta 

Compton,”  
“Remember the titans,” 

“Friday night Lights”
Literature: “american 

sniper,” “Lone survivor”

Matt Mattei |   
Times Leader

RoB sUdniCk

Wilkes-Barre
Freshman at  

king’s College
music: “i listen to a lot 
of international music, 

swedish pop and house 
music: Veronica maggio, 

maskien, avici
Film: i want to see “the 
Grand Budapest hotel.”

Literature: “the  
hunger Games”
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By Gene Axton
eaxton@civitasmedia.com

If you’re soon finishing up 
your undergraduate work in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 
and don’t like the idea of mov-
ing on from such a great loca-
tion, there are a few options 
for graduate programs.

Closing its 10th year, Wilkes 
University’s graduate creative 
writing program celebrates its 
some 400 alumni by recogniz-
ing great works during special 
events throughout the year. 
Recently the program honored 
an English teacher from Scran-
ton, an alumni who founded 
blogs, literary magazines and 
publishing houses, the art 
of creative writing and the 
accomplishments of its com-
munity.

Here’s how the program 
works: Wilkes’ creative writing 
students choose two disci-
plines to pursue during their 
first semester—fiction, non-
fiction, playwriting, screen-
writing and poetry—then shed 
one to focus on the other for 
the remainder of their studies. 
Students are assigned a men-
tor after they choose a focus 
and, according to program 
co-founder Dr. J. Michael Len-
non, it’s a pivotal point.

“Working with the mentor is 
really the critical time in the 
program. It’s like dealing with 
an editor at a publishing house 
and an agent—it’s a combina-
tion of those two things,” Len-
non said. “There’s a bond, a 
trust there that’s very similar 
to what an athlete has with a 
coach.”

Along with recruiting work-
ing writers to serve as men-
tors, Lennon and Dr. Bonnie 
Culver, co-founder and direc-
tor of the program, use their 
connections with literary enti-
ties to enhance the graduate 

creative writing program.
“We bring in a lot of literary 

professionals—not necessarily 
writers, but editors, agents, 
copyright lawyers, publicity 
people—and have them meet 
with students,” Lennon said. 
“A criticism of MFA programs 
for many years is you get a lot 
of great instruction on how 
to become a better writer but 
then you walk out the door 
and you don’t know how to get 
published—you don’t know 
how the literary world works. 
You really have to know how 
to network. If you don’t you’re 
going to have a tough time 
breaking in.”

Barbara Taylor, that English 
teacher from earlier, chose 
playwriting to compliment 
fiction, since it afforded her 
more opportunities to work on 
dialogue.

“I always thought I had 
some talent but I didn’t 
know really what to do with 
that,” Taylor said. “Wilkes 
just helped me to learn (the) 
basics of writing and develop 
as a novelist. I truly would not 
have a published novel if it 
weren’t for Wilkes University. 
Not only do they teach you 
how to write but they also 
teach you about the world 
of publishing and they really 
focus on helping you to break 
into that world.”

Reach Gene Axton at 570-991-6121 or on 
Twitter @TLArts

GRADUATE 
PROGRAMS

Other graduate programs at 
Wilkes University include:
Business Administration
Electrical Engineering
Mathematics
Nursing
Bioengineering
Education
Engineering Management
Mechanical Engineering
Sustainability Management

Graduate programs offered 
at King’s College 
(Some of King’s programs are 
geared to help advance the 
current teacher by offering 
programs that focus on 
curriculum-based needs.)
STEM Endorsement Program
Autism Endorsement Program
Instructional Coaching 
Program
Special Education
Reading
Curriculum and Instruction
Program Specialist, English as 
a Second Language
Health Care Administration
Physician Assistant Studies

Graduate Certificate 
Programs at Misericordia 
University
Geriatric Care Manager
Health Informatics
Nurse Educator
Post-Master’s Family Nurse 
Practitioner
Post-Professional Certificate in 
Pediatrics

wilkes graduate creative writing program celebrates 10 years

Dr. Bonnie 
Culver, 

director and 
co-founder of 
the graduate 

creative 
writing 

program 
at Wilkes 

University

Dr. J. Michael 
Lennon, 
co-founder of 
the graduate 
creative 
writing 
program 
at Wilkes 
University.

Scranton 
native Barbara 
Taylor teaches 

English at 
Pocono 

Mountain West 
High School 

and is the 
author of “Sing 
in the Morning, 

Cry at Night.”
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 Selection of a major is a personal decision for each college student, 
often based on a talent, a passion or a life-changing event.
Shaidy Moronta, a premed major from Hazleton, is enrolled in Bloomsburg 
University’s biology program to help her prepare to become a doctor — a goal 
she’s had since she was injured in a childhood accident.
 “When I was little, I burned my face. That’s why I want to go 
into medicine,” said Moronta. “I want to go into plastic surgery, specifically 

reconstructive surgery, because I know what it 
was like for people to look at you like 

‘you don’t belong here, you don’t 
look normal, what’s wrong with 

you.’”
 For Moronta, education 

at Bloomsburg doesn’t 
end with class. “Here 

I meet and talk with 
my professors one-

on-one and they 
know me and 

my interests. 
Because my 

professors 
know me, 

they’ve 
helped 
me 
land 

internships at medical schools and medical centers,” said Moronta.
 Last January, Moronta and fellow students Jennifer Young and Justin 
VanDerMolen spent nine days in the Jan Plan at Geisinger Medical Center in 
Danville. The program brings students interested in health care into the hospital 
for a nine-day interactive experience, providing them with the opportunity to 
learn and collaborate with medical students, residents and physicians.
Young, a health science major from Ardmore, saw Jan Plan as a great chance to 
represent the university and gain insight into whether this was the career she 
wanted.
 “As someone who wasn’t 100 percent sure that an occupation in 
medicine was what I wanted, it was crucial to be able to see in depth what 
life would be like working as a physician,” Young said. “This experience really 
opened my eyes to the different aspects of being a doctor, helping me to better 
understand everything that goes into this type of profession.”  
 VanDerMolen, a junior biology major from New Hampton, N.Y., 
with a premedical science concentration and a minor in chemistry, also had 
a beneficial experience working with the Jan Plan program. “My involvement 
with Jan Plan allowed me to see the many different areas a physician can work 
in, which was an invaluable experience for an aspiring doctor,” VanDerMolen 
said.
  “Everything that brings me closer to my field of interest, medicine, is 
due to my professors’ insight and knowledge of opportunities that would fit me,” 
said Moronta. “I would not even know the first step to take to reach medical 
school if it weren’t for the guidance of my professors. You’re not just a number 
at Bloomsburg, the professors know you by name.”
 For students who dream of a career in medicine, Bloomsburg 
University can provide a gateway to making that dream a reality. In addition 
to having one of the largest and most respected nursing programs in northeast 
Pennsylvania, Bloomsburg also has programs in premedicine, allied health 
sciences and exercise science. In all, BU offers 55 undergraduate degree 
programs in four colleges – Education, Business, Liberal Arts and Science and 
Technology – 19 master’s degree programs and two doctoral programs.

80679000

A Gateway To A Medical Career
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Alex Garrett paints the face of classmate Sean 
O’Brien as Dan Rutecki watches on during the 

King’s Mini Thon to benefit the Four Diamonds 
Fund at Penn State Hershey’s Medical Center.

get involveD!
LOCAL INSTITUTIONS OFFER A vARIETY 
OF INTERESTING ExTRACURRICULARS

By Gene Axton
gaxton@timesleader.com

There are many things a college 
student budgets time for, class, food, 
studying and socializing. Taking part 
in a club or activity may seem like a 
daunting task, but the academic, social 
and professional opportunities found 
within higher education’s extracurricular 
offerings can help a student learn time 
management, gain a new skill and net-
work with their peers. Clubs and organi-
zations on college campuses range from 
athletics to academics to somewhere in 
between—if there’s an interest, there’s 
a chance there’s a club for it. Here are a 
few choice options for students at local 
institutions.
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Be mighty in your future.
Be mighty at IMMACULATA UNIVERSITY.

immaculata.edu

Tim
es Leader file photo

Kathyrn Heffner, Heather Marsico and Jenna Strubhar concoct  
chemistry experiments at the 2012 edition of ‘Things That Go Boom in  

the Night.’ Every year the event is held at Misericordia University in Dallas.

Cougars for Change: An 
organization that works toward 
sustainability on and around 
campus by supporting initiatives 
to reduce waste.

Dead Alchemists Society: This 
chemistry club has been part 
of the Misericordia community 
for more than 20 years and, 
according to Director of Student 
Activities Darcy Brobmerkel, 
their annual Boom in the Night 
Halloween event draws in mem-
bers of the local community.

“Their experiments are kind 
of creepy and eerie,” Brobmerkel 
said. “The pumpkins will start 
oozing foam out of their mouth, 
things like that. Kids love it and 
it’s always packed.”

Ultimate Frisbee: According 
to Brobmerkel, The Misericor-

dia Ultimate Frisbee Club is 
experiencing a rebirth. The club 
became inactive a few years ago, 
but a number of students signed 
up for it this year at the universi-
ty’s annual club fair. Prospective 
Ultimate Frisbee Club members 
can expect to play competitively 
against other clubs in the area.

Sports Management: Miseri-
cordia’s Sports Management 
Club is open to all students, but 
those interested in or studying 
sports management will get 
the most out of the experience. 
Students should expect to take 
part in a variety of activities and 
fundraisers that give them the 
opportunity to visit professional 
sports teams in New York or 
Philadelphia and speak with the 
top professionals in the field.

MISERICORDIA UNIvERSITY
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Submitted photo
Misericordia’s Ultimate Frisbee Club, which was 

inactive for years, is being revived this year after a 
large number of signups at Misericordia’s club fair.

KING’S COLLEGE

The Scop: The Scop, pronounced “Shope,” is 
a fine arts organization on the King’s campus 
that promotes the prose, poetry, photography 
and artwork of the members of the King’s com-
munity. Interested students can assist with the 
club’s publication or submit their own work.

Campion Society: The official literary club 
of King’s, Campion Society meets four times a 
semester with time split evenly between open 
readings and writing workshops. The club par-
ticipates in a volunteer project each semester, 
like volunteering at the Back Mountain Library.

Coding Club: King’s College’s Coding Club 
meets weekly to tackle practice problems 
from the world of coding. The club, which 
sends members to represent the college in 
competition, requires members to successfully 
complete King’s CS116 and CS117 courses, 
as well as pass a test at the end of each spring 
semester.

Emergency Response Team: King’s College’s 
ERT is an organization made up of students 
who are trained in first aid, CPR certified or 
work as EMTs. Members aren’t required to 
have medical training, but the club encourages 
experienced students to join. ERT responds 
to medical incidents across the entire King’s 
campus.

PENN STATE WILKES-BARRE

THON: THON is the largest student-run philanthropy 
in the world, and Penn State Wilkes-Barre offers their 
students a chance to contribute to the cause. The club’s 
yearlong efforts culminate in their annual 48-hour dance 
marathon benefiting the Four Diamonds Fund at Hershey 
Medical Center.

Nerd Herd: If comic conventions are your safe place then 
the PSW-B Nerd Herd are your people. The Nerd Herd 
makes room for every fandom, be it Doctor Who, anime, 
Marvel, DC—if someone has cosplayed as it, the Nerd 
Herd has a place for it.

Survey Society: The Penn State Wilkes-Barre Surveying 
Society meets every Friday at 12:10 in the campus’ Tech 
Center. They promote geocaching as a hobby, as well as 
hear guest speakers and attend attend conferences.

Lazy Artist’s Society: The Lazy Artist Society’s name is 
deceiving; the club has their hand in everything from car 
shows to open mic nights and DJ sessions in the student 
commons. For fans of: promoting the arts in a socially 
accessible way.

WILKES UNIvERSITY

Speech & Debate Team: Wilkes’ 
Speech & Debate Team host two tour-
naments each year, so they have a wide 
variety of needs. They’re open to add-
ing new competitors, but they have to 
bring marketing, public relations and 
event management personnel into the 
fold to help promote events. Students 
interested in becoming part of either 
team can inquire at Speech Team meet-
ings.

Zebra Communications: Zebra Com-
munications is a public relations agency 
founded in 1999 that’s staffed entirely 
by Wilkes students. The agency takes 
on real-world clients both on and off 
campus, giving the undergraduate stu-
dents involved with the agency hands-
on experience in their field.

Indian Cultural Association: Wilkes’ 

Indian Cultural Association’s mission 
is to expose the college’s community to 
the culture while encouraging under-
standing, education and tolerance. The 
group celebrates Diwali (the festival of 
lights) during the fall semester and Holi 
(the festival of color) in the spring.

Circle K: The Wilkes chapter of 
Circle K was chartered in 1962 and 
was the first in the Wilkes-Barre area. 
The group’s aim is to build leadership 
skills by promoting service for children, 
the elderly and those less fortunate. 
Wilkes students involved with Circle K 
volunteer for organizations like the Red 
Cross, the Salvation Army and Habitat 
for Humanity.

Reach Gene Axton at 570-991-6121 or on Twitter @
TLArts
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Employers and graduate schools 
appreciate the value of a Keystone 
education. Our academic programs and 
dedicated faculty provide hands-on 
experiences to meet the needs of a  
fast-changing economy. 

 
For example:
• Keystone’s highly respected 

Environmental Resource 
Management (ERM) program 
offers a specialized track in 
Petroleum and Alternative Energy 
Sources that prepares students 
for careers in the gas and oil 
extraction and alternative energy 
industries. 

• Keystone features the region’s 
only Seismic Monitoring Station 
to monitor earthquakes around 
the globe in real time, providing a 
distinct educational advantage in 
our geology program. 

• Keystone’s Center for Global 
Learning provides opportunities to 
study, travel, and work in a variety 
of nations around the globe. 

• Each spring, Keystone seniors 
display advanced research and 
creativity projects at the annual 
Undergraduate Research and 
Creativity Celebration.      

While we are proud of our 147-year 
history, we are moving forward with energy 
and enthusiasm. We recently introduced 
master’s degree programs in accountancy, 
early childhood education leadership, and 
sport leadership & management and we are 
expanding our online degrees through the 
Keystone College Virtual Campus.     

Whether you’re participating in a varsity 
or intramural sport on our new $3.4 million 
Track and Field Complex, taking part in one 
of Keystone’s numerous clubs and student 
activities, or just hanging out with friends 
in our residence halls or the Giants’ Grill, 
you’ll find Keystone is a caring community 
that offers something for everyone.

Want to learn more? You’re invited to 
attend our Fall Open House on Sunday, 
October 4. For more information, or to 
reserve a spot, visit www.keystone.edu/
openhouse or call 1-877-4-COLLEGE. 

Keystone College: The Perfect Choice 

www.keystone.edu

Keystone College

KeystoneCollege

KeystoneCollegeEdu

KeystoneCollege

Keystone College students and alumni often remark that Keystone offers 
the best of both educational worlds. While large enough to offer challenging 
courses and majors that will prepare students for great careers, Keystone is 
small enough to care about each student as a unique individual.  

Located on a beautiful 276-acre campus in La Plume, just north of 
Scranton, Keystone has been recognized for small class sizes, with 
74 percent of classes having less than 20 students. Keystone is highly 
affordable, with over 90 percent of our students receiving financial aid.  
In fact, Keystone has been recognized nationally for students graduating 
with the least amount of debt. 

When it comes to giving back to the community, our students lead the 
way contributing 24,000 annual service hours. Keystone has been named to 
the President’s Community Service Honor Roll for five consecutive years.  

Employers and graduate schools 
appreciate the value of a Keystone 
education. Our academic programs and 
dedicated faculty provide hands-on 
experiences to meet the needs of a  
fast-changing economy. 

 
For example:
• Keystone’s highly respected 

Environmental Resource 
Management (ERM) program 
offers a specialized track in 
Petroleum and Alternative Energy 
Sources that prepares students 
for careers in the gas and oil 
extraction and alternative energy 
industries. 

• Keystone features the region’s 
only Seismic Monitoring Station 
to monitor earthquakes around 
the globe in real time, providing a 
distinct educational advantage in 
our geology program. 

• Keystone’s Center for Global 
Learning provides opportunities to 
study, travel, and work in a variety 
of nations around the globe. 

• Each spring, Keystone seniors 
display advanced research and 
creativity projects at the annual 
Undergraduate Research and 
Creativity Celebration.      

While we are proud of our 147-year 
history, we are moving forward with energy 
and enthusiasm. We recently introduced 
master’s degree programs in accountancy, 
early childhood education leadership, and 
sport leadership & management and we are 
expanding our online degrees through the 
Keystone College Virtual Campus.     

Whether you’re participating in a varsity 
or intramural sport on our new $3.4 million 
Track and Field Complex, taking part in one 
of Keystone’s numerous clubs and student 
activities, or just hanging out with friends 
in our residence halls or the Giants’ Grill, 
you’ll find Keystone is a caring community 
that offers something for everyone.

Want to learn more? You’re invited to 
attend our Fall Open House on Sunday, 
October 4. For more information, or to 
reserve a spot, visit www.keystone.edu/
openhouse or call 1-877-4-COLLEGE. 

Keystone College: The Perfect Choice 

www.keystone.edu

Keystone College

KeystoneCollege

KeystoneCollegeEdu

KeystoneCollege

Keystone College students and alumni often remark that Keystone offers 
the best of both educational worlds. While large enough to offer challenging 
courses and majors that will prepare students for great careers, Keystone is 
small enough to care about each student as a unique individual.  

Located on a beautiful 276-acre campus in La Plume, just north of 
Scranton, Keystone has been recognized for small class sizes, with 
74 percent of classes having less than 20 students. Keystone is highly 
affordable, with over 90 percent of our students receiving financial aid.  
In fact, Keystone has been recognized nationally for students graduating 
with the least amount of debt. 

When it comes to giving back to the community, our students lead the 
way contributing 24,000 annual service hours. Keystone has been named to 
the President’s Community Service Honor Roll for five consecutive years.  
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Begin Your Journey this Fall.Visit Keystone

www.keystone.edu

Keystone College

KeystoneCollege

KeystoneCollegeEdu

KeystoneCollege

Begin your journey into college life by making a personal visit 
to Keystone. Discover the excitement of campus life as well as 
options for career paths, research, study abroad and athletics.

Register online www.keystone.edu/visit or call toll-free 877-4COLLEGE opt. 1

Fall Open Houses
Sunday, October 4  
or Saturday, November 14
Bring your family and friends to learn about  
everything Keystone has to offer.

Fall Visitation Day
Monday, October 12
A day of discovery including a scheduled  
visit with an enrollment advisor.

Fall Overnight
By appointment
Stay in a residence hall, attend  
an event or a class!
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