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M, W, F 8:30AM-5PM; T, TH 8:30AM-8PM; SAT 9AM-2PM

M, W, F 8:30AM-5PM; T, TH 8:30AM-8PM; SAT 9AM-2PM

See the possibilities for 
yourself in our beautifully 
designed booth #8 & #9!

Speak with our knowledgeable 
associate & receive a valuable 
coupon just for stopping by our 

booth #9 & #10!
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The NorTheasTerN Pa home aNd BeTTer LiviNg show
April 8 &  9  •  SAturdAy 10 AM – 7 pM And SundAy 10 AM – 5 pM 

Lodge at montage montage mountain, moosic

Presents 

Meet a wide variety of  home building and improvement professionals

sponsored by

Aerus electrolux
American remodeling enterprizes
Bath Fitter/Kitchen saver
Cedar Mountain Designs
Community Bank, nA
Cornerstone Building solutions
Dave Balent Construction
Dave Ferrey Construction
elegant Homes
elmlock Kitchens & Millword
Farmers Insurance
First Keystone Community Bank
FnCB
Fusion Homes
Honesdale national Bank
I’m the Guy
Kirby Vacuums 
LeafFilter north of Pa. LLC
Metro Public Adjustment, Inc.

MidAtlantic Waterproofing
One Week Kitchens
Perez Design Build remodel, LLC.
Perez roofing  
Pride Builders, Inc.
Ps Mortgage
rebath northeast
red rock Job Corps.
renewal by Anderson      
rinker Generator
scranton Dodge Chrysler Jeep ram
seamless Gutter & supply Co.
sears Home services
spring Hill Chimney
superior Walls
UGI Utilities, Inc.
Wilkes Barre Area Career & tech 
school
Window World
...and more!
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By Sarah Hite Hando
shando@timesleader.com 

KINGSTON — There’s power in numbers.
At least that’s true for the Home Builders Association of 

Northeastern Pennsylvania, which recently formed after the 
merger of the Building Industry Association of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania and the Lackawanna County Home Builders.

Ann Cragle, of the Home Builders Association, said the 
merger occurred after the two organizations realized they 
could better serve members by forming one group rather 
than staying separate.

“Members have to pay dues for each organization they’re 
part of, so now they only have to pay one fee,” said Cragle.

Now that the group’s territory has grown, Cragle said the 
association decided to hold its annual home show in Lacka-
wanna County this year to accommodate new members.

More than 40 vendors are set to appear at the Northeast-
ern PA Home and Better Living Show April 8 and 9 at the 
Lodge at Montage, 1000 Montage Mountain Road in Scran-
ton.

The event is presented by the Home Builders Association 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania and sponsored by major spon-
sor Scranton Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram, and minor sponsors 
Window World and Bath Fitter/Kitchen Saver.

Times Leader File Photo 
Visitors browse the aisles during last year’s home show at Mohegan Sun Pocono in Plains Township.

new year, new 
name, new location

See NEW YEAR | 5
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2012-2013-2014-2015 
Builder of the Year

Call Now For Spring Starts.

Just Voted Best  Back Mountain 
Builder/Contractor 2016

Five Years in a Row!
Thank You To All The 
Readers That Voted!

Back Mountain Lots Available
summitpointebuilders.com

80819223
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iF YoU go
What: Northeastern PA 
Home and Better Living 
Show
When: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 8 and 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, April 9
Where: The Lodge at 
Montage Mountain, 1000 
Mountain Mountain Road, 
Scranton
admission: $5, children 
admitted free
more info: Call Ann 
Cragle at 570-287-3331 
or Danielle Policare at                
570-881-2710.

The show will be held from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission is $5 for adults with 
children admitted free. There will also be 
free parking and a shuttle service from the 
parking lot to the lodge.

The entertainment is a drastic change 
from that of last year’s event, held at Mohe-
gan Sun Pocono in Plains Township, which 
featured a bug-eating contest.

“There are no bugs this year,” laughed 
Cragle.

This year’s entertainment will be provid-
ed by Cedar Mountain Designs, comprised 
of husband and wive chainsaw carving 
duo Heath and Hillary Bender. They will 
perform a live chainsaw carving demon-
stration at 1 and 3 p.m. on both days of the 
show and will hold a raffle for one lucky 
winner to take home a finished design.

The Home and Better Living Show will 
also feature a drawing for 2017 Montage 
Mountain water park memberships and a 
2017-18 winter season membership.

Scranton Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram will 

have some of its vehicles on display during 
the event for home show-goers to check 
out while perusing the vendors. It will 
be the company’s first appearance at the 
home show, according to Cragle.

Other new vendors include Sears Home 
Services, Farmers Insurance and PS Mort-
gage.

The event features vendors from all fac-
ets of the building process, from banks and 
insurance companies to help get projects 
started, to construction companies and 
contractors to help plan and build dream 
homes, to other services homeowners 
might need down the line, like basement 
waterproofing or generator services.

“We offer the whole spectrum for what-
ever anyone’s looking for in terms of home 
building services,” said Cragle.

Cragle said being a part of the Home 
Builders Association of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania has several benefits for its 
members, including discounts on certain 
services and products, many kinds of insur-
ances, a strong network of professionals, 
purchasing partnerships, advocacy and 
legislative efforts and much more.

The most important purpose of the asso-
ciation, according to Cragle, is supporting 
local tradesmen and helping newcomers to 
the industry.

“We’re local,” she said. “We want to 
make sure people know who is doing their 
work.”

In addition to promoting its own goods 
and services, the organization also likes 
to give back. The Home Builders Associa-
tion of Northeastern Pennsylvania donates 
booth space to the Greater Federation 
of Women’s Clubs of Luzerne County in 
exchange for its members manning the 
home show ticket booth. There will also 
be booths for the Wilkes-Barre Career and 
Technical Center and Red Rock Job Corp.

The group is also working on a service 
project to refurbish the Joe Palooka Monu-
ment on State Route 309 in Ashley. Joe 
Palooka was a boxer depicted in a comic 
strip that began in the 1920s whose artist, 
Ham Fisher, was born in Wilkes-Barre.

The organization also plans to hold a 
golf tournament this summer. Details for 
that event are pending.

Reach Sarah Hite Hando at 570-704-3945.

NEW YEAR | from 5
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By Sarah Hite Hando
shando@timesleader.com 

A career in chainsaw carving wasn’t 
always in Heath Bender’s plans.

Marrying a fellow chainsaw artist was 
even further from his mind.

But that’s exactly what happened and 
Bender, of Cedar Mountain Designs, 
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Bender and his wife, Hillary, will be the 
featured entertainment at the Northeast-
ern PA Home and Better Living Show 
April 8 and 9 at the Lodge at Montage, 
1000 Montage Mountain Road in Scran-
ton.

The event is presented by the Home 
Builders Association of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania and sponsored by Scran-
ton Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram, Window 

World and Bath Fitter/Kitchen Saver.
The Benders will perform a live chain-

saw carving demonstration at 1 and 3 
p.m. on both days during the event and 
will hold a raffle for one lucky winner to 
take home a finished design.

Cedar Mountain Designs, based in Sul-
livan County, offers in-house and onsite 
customized chainsaw carvings, from small 
singular pieces to large-scale sceneries.

Bender said the business has evolved 
over the years from selling pieces at craft 
fairs and festivals to owning its own store 
to now traveling across the country to cre-
ate one-of-a-kind designs.

The pair also makes room in their its 
schedules to perform for entertainment 
purposes at least once a month, and the 

From stump to work of art

Submitted photos 
Heath Bender, of Cedar Mountain Designs based in Sullivan County, has been carving wood designs 
since he was in high school.

Cedar Mountain Designs offers creative carvings

See ART | 7
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West Liberty Street, Hanover Township
• 4 Bedrooms • 2 1/2 Baths • 2 Car Garage
• Two Story Great Room with Fireplace • Two Story Foyer
• Gas Hot Air Heat, A/C
• Maple Kitchen With Granite Tops • Fenced  In Yard • Stone Front

$199,900

Visit us at our booth!
Sunny Hills

Luxurious Twins in Hanover Township

2017 Home and Better Living Show is no 
exception.

“We’re there demonstrating what we 
do, as an entertainment form, and to have 
people come, see and learn, as well as 
create another draw for the home show,” 
said Bender.

Bender said the range of the company’s 
carving abilities are vast — from recent 
carvings of university logos to a very 
detailed nature scene, the Benders like to 
collaborate with the property owners to 
create unique pieces.

However, there are some designs Bend-
er can create more easily than others.

“I’ve done literally thousands of bears,” 
said Bender. “Nationwide, you predomi-
nantly see chainsaw bears. A bear is a fun 
creature, a really cool animal that people 
naturally gravitate to. They can stand up, 
they have character and personality, and 
the cubs are lovable and cute.”

The process from start to finish 
includes learning about the site from the 
property owner, such as the size and type 
of tree intended to be carved, to get an 

initial estimate. Bender said those ques-
tions are paramount to determining how 
long and how labor-intensive the project 
will be.

“I have to know whether it’s a hard 
wood or soft wood because there’s a huge 
difference in the time it takes to do the 
carving in pine versus oak,” said Bender. 
“Also size — Am I 20 feet in air, or 6 feet 
off ground? The scaffold alone could take 
an hour to set up, and we charge per day, 
like how much I can get done in a day. If 
it’s white pine soft wood, I can get 6 to 
8 feet done in a day. If it’s hard wood, I 
could do the same size over a two-day 
period.”

Bender said he will not consider an 
onsite job for less than $1,000 because 
the travel and expenses eat up a lot of the 
profit.

“I can do something in-house and ship 
and deliver for less money,” he said. For 
example, if a client wants a small piece to 
be carved onsite, Bender would tell that 
client he could carve it in his studio and 
deliver it for around $600 as opposed to 
the $1,000 it would take for him to travel 

to the site.
Bender said the most expensive project 

he’s ever worked on was a large and very 
detailed nature scene on a property in 
Texas that cost the homeowner $25,000.

“It was a huge live oak, and very, very 
dense wood, which slowed down pro-
cess,” said Bender. “It topped off at 20 
feet, and it was probably 16 feet wide 
because it was two limbs that went up. I 
carved 16 different animals, including a 
barn owl and owlets, a great horned owl 
and two baby owls, two adult raccoons 
and three babies, bald eagles and two 
eaglets in a nest, and a fox down below. 
That was two weeks of being on site.”

Bender’s interest in art began in high 
school during which time he took illus-
tration and painting classes. His father 
started carving wood pieces as gifts for 
family and friends in 1985, and in 1991, 
when Bender tried the art form himself 
and was hooked.

“I carved this little owl for my junior 
year high school art exhibit, and knew 
I wanted to do it,” said Bender. “Then 
I went 12 years of going back and forth 

between regular jobs and chainsaw carv-
ing until 2003-ish, and then I met my wife 
in 2004, and together we were able to 
make the full-time jump and keep it that 
way, carving together since 2004.”

Hillary Bender also comes from a fam-
ily with a chainsaw-carving background 
and jokes that their pairing was nearly 
like an arranged marriage. Bender had 
known his now father-in-law for years 
through the chainsaw-carving circuit, and 
said he was the stimulus in bringing the 
couple together.

“We’re the first official second-gen-
eration chainsaw carving couple in the 
nation,” laughed Bender. “At least that’s 
what I’ve been told.”

The couple has two daughters, aged 5 
and 10, whom Bender said are already 
showing signs of artistic ability.

Reach Sarah Hite Hando at 570-704-3945.

LEARN MORE
For more information about Cedar 
Mountain Designs, visit www.
cedarmountaindesigns.com.

ART | from 6
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HIC# PA 007671
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570-822-3299

“When you Want 
the Job Done Right”

• Remodeling • Kitchens
• Baths • Decks • Windows

• Additions • Restoration Work
• Garages • Driveways
• Chimneys • Masonry

• Concrete & Retaining Walls

Residential/Commercial
25 Years Experience

Lic. PA 001599/Insured 80817169
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By Sarah Hite Hando
shando@timesleader.com 

When it comes to generators, not all prod-
ucts and services are created equal.

That’s what Ben Rinker of Rinker Generator 
wants the public to know. A licensed electri-
cian for over 30 years, Rinker started the gen-
erator division of his business about 10 years 
ago when he noticed the market was lacking 
in automatic generators.

“Now they are more and more in demand,” 
said Rinker.

Rinker is one of more than 40 vendors to 
appear at the Northeastern PA Home and Bet-
ter Living Show April 8 and 9 at the Lodge at 
Montage, 1000 Montage Mountain Road in 
Scranton.

The event is presented by the Home Build-
ers Association of Northeastern Pennsylvania 
and sponsored by Scranton Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep Ram, Window World and Bath Fitter/
Kitchen Saver.

The difference between the generator sit-
ting on the shelf at the local home improve-
ment store and what Rinker offers is stark, 
and what customers don’t know about the 
proper use of the machine could potentially 
lead to a life or death situation.

“If you plop a generator next to your house, 
there are 10 different things you could do 
wrong. It’s dangerous,” he said. “And it’s 
something that can kill you, with carbon mon-
oxide and gas leaks.”

Rinker specializes in automatic generators, 

permanent structures that automatically turn 
on in the event of a power outage. Rinker said 
they differ from store-bought models in that 
they are virtually an after-thought for home-
owners during a storm situation.

“It’s a permanent structure connected to 
the house, and within 20 seconds it starts 
(when the power goes out),” he said. “The 
generator runs as long as it needs to run and 
it shuts off automatically. Whether you’re 
home or not home, it does its job, and you 
don’t have to worry. There’s nothing you have 
to do.”

Rinker also said piece of mind is part of the 
price. The average project costs a homeowner 
between $6,000 and $6,500, which includes 
the generator, a concrete pad to place it on, 
delivery, installation, permits, and other fac-
tors the homeowner may not always consider 
when making a generator decision.

“The biggest thing is that, in reality, people 
think (a generator) can be installed and done 
for $3,000, and that’s where people make 
their mistake,” said Rinker.

He said it pays to have the job done right 
and, with that, comes a six-year warranty to 
give homeowners even less to worry about. 
In addition to installing the machines, Rinker 
Generator performs service calls. He recom-
mends getting a generator serviced annually 
for maintenance purposes.

“Our motto is quality at a fair price,” said 
Rinker.

Reach Sarah Hite Hando at 570-704-3945.

‘Quality at a fair price’

Submitted photos 
An automatic generator installation 
may cost a homeowner more than 
buying one off the shelf, but the piece 
of mind is worth it, according to Ben 
Rinker of Rinker Generator.

Submitted photos 
An automatic generator installation price includes a host of factors many 
homeowners don’t think of when making a decision about generators, said Ben 
Rinker of Rinker Generator.

LEARN MORE
For more information about Rinker 
Generator, call 570-698-9696 or 
visit www.rinkergenerator.com.

Ben Rinker specializes in automatic generators
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Featuring:
• HomeCrest & omega Cabinetry

• batHroom & entertainment Cabinets

• solid surfaCe Countertops

• formiCa & Wilsonart produCts

• affordable installations

107 West end road, 
Hanover tWp., pa 18706

570-825-6956 
WWW.morriskitCHensllC.Com

email: morriskitCHensllC@gmail.Com

Hours:
mon 1-5, tues - fri 9-5, sat 9-1

appointments WelCome

Featuring:
• HomeCrest & omega Cabinetry

• batHroom & entertainment Cabinets

• solid surfaCe Countertops

• formiCa & Wilsonart produCts

• affordable installations
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By Sarah Hite Hando
shando@timesleader.com 

Many people associate a 
wet basement with seeing 
water, but that’s not the only 
symptom of a potential prob-
lem, according to Wes Pflei-
ger, marketing manager at 
Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing.

In addition to water seep-
age, loose or crumbling 
mortar between stones and 
plaster, mold and mildew, 
musty odors and cracks or 
dark spots in basement walls 
and floors can all be signs 
of a basement with a water 
problem.

Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing 
is primed to educate consum-
ers as a vendor at the North-
eastern PA Home and Better 
Living Show April 8 and 9 at 
the Lodge at Montage, 1000 
Montage Mountain Road in 
Scranton.

The event is presented by 
the Home Builders Associa-
tion of Northeastern Penn-
sylvania and sponsored by 

Scranton Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep Ram, Window World and 
Bath Fitter/Kitchen Saver.

Pfleiger said trained profes-
sionals from the 52-year-old 
company will be on hand at 
the event to answer “any and 
all questions” about basement 

waterproofing. Mid-Atlantic 
Waterproofing will also offer 
free, no-obligation basement 
inspections for home show 
visitors.

The key to avoiding a big-
ger problem is noticing those 
early warning signs of a wet 

basement and seeking help 
before problems get worse.

“Wet basement issues are 
progressive and aggressive, 
so more often than not they 
do not stay the same forever,” 
said Pfleiger. “Time will take 
its toll on any home as the 
home gets older … and put-
ting off service will simply 
lead to a more expensive fix 
potentially. There could also 
be structural issues with the 
foundation. Water is the most 
destructive element, make no 
qualms about it.”

In addition to these issues, 
a wet basement can produce 
mold, which, depending on 
the situation, can turn into a 
health hazard.

“We don’t try to scare 
people, but some people are 
allergic to different types of 
mold, and different people are 
sensitive to mold,” said Pflei-
ger. “It’s definitely a potential 
health hazard.”

The services offered by 
Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing 

are backed by a transfer-
able lifetime guarantee, 
with no need for any kind 
of maintenance so, Pfleiger 
acknowledges, in many cases, 
first-time customers are also 
last-time customers.

“We’ve touched a lot of 
areas and people, and at the 
home shows we work at, it’s 
great to hear from people, 
‘You fixed my basement 1, 
10, 15, 20 years ago,’” said 
Pfleiger.

Pfleiger said a recent proj-
ect included waterproofing 
at the Statue of Liberty when 
a crew from Mid-Atlantic 
Waterproofing was asked to 
waterproof an administration 
office at the base of the iconic 
statue on Liberty Island in 
New York.

Look for wet basement warning signs
Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing offers advice for homeowners

Submitted photo 
A crew from Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing takes a break from working on an 
administrative office at the Statue of Liberty.

LEARN MORE
For more information about 
Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing, 
visit www.basements.com..
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SPECIAL STORE HOURS DURING THE 2017
HOMESHOW. SCRANTON SHOWROOM OPEN
ON SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH FROM 11-4. 

Showroom locations:
6 Oakwood Drive
Scranton, PA 18504
570.507.9077

17 East Center Street
Shavertown, PA 18708
570.675.7083

More than 25 years of great kitchens

* DuraKraft Plus finish * Lifetime Warranty * 
* Whisper-touch soft-close doorS and drawers *

* dovetailed wood drawer boxes *

80817281
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